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Office of the Chairman
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20506

January 08, 2013

Representative Leonard Lance
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lance:

I am pleased to announce that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has awarded grants to libraries in your 7th district
for the Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim Journeys, a project of NEH's Bridging Cultures special initiative. The Bookshelf is a
collection of books, films, and other resources that will introduce the American public to the complex history and culture of Muslim
societies in the United States and around the world. NEH and the American Library Association compiled the Bookshelf based on the
advice of scholars, librarians, and other public programming experts. Support for the development and distribution of the Muslim
Journeys Bookshelf was provided by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, with additional support for the arts and
media components from the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art.

To learn more about the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf, please visit the project's description (http://www.neh.gov/divisions/bridging-
cultures/featured-project/neh-announces-bridging-cultures-programs-libraries) or the list of books
(http://www.neh.gov/files/divisions/bridging-cultures/muslim_journeys_booklet.pdf) on our website.

The libraries that will receive the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf in your 7th district are:

Bernards Township Library
Jacquelyn Ridzy, (908) 204-3031

Bernardsville Public Library
Michaele Casey, (908) 766-0659

Springfield Free Public Library
Susan Permahos, (973) 376-4930

We notify you of the award prior to notifying the grant recipient because in the past, some members of Congress have personally
informed and congratulated project directors. NEH grants are highly competitive and involve a rigorous review and selection process
to ensure that the project represents the highest level of humanities research and public engagement. We hope that you will take the
time today or tomorrow to contact the grant recipients listed above. Tomorrow, our staff will contact all successful applicants and
publish the list of grantees on our website, www.neh.gov. (http://www.neh.gov/)
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If you have any questions or would like further information on this program, please contact NEH's Director of Congressional Affairs,
Courtney Chapin at (202) 606-8298, or cchapin@neh.gov (mailto:cchapin@neh.gov).

Sincerely,

James A. Leach
Chairman
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May 08, 2013

Representative Leonard Lance
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lance:

I am pleased to announce that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has awarded grants to libraries in your 7th district
as part of NEH's Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim Journeys program. The NEH, in collaboration with the American Library
Association (ALA), has awarded grants of up to $4,500 to 125 libraries and state humanities councils to host a "Let's Talk About It"
reading and discussion series featuring materials included in the Bookshelf. Learn more about this grant here
(http://www.neh.gov/news/press-release/2013-01-15).

The Bookshelf is a collection of books, films, and other resources that will introduce the American public to the complex history and
culture of Muslim societies in the United States and around the world. NEH and the American Library Association compiled the
Bookshelf based on the advice of scholars, librarians, and other public programming experts. Support for the development and
distribution of the Muslim Journeys Bookshelf was provided by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, with additional
support for the arts and media components from the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art.

The institutions that will receive the programming grant in your 7th district are:

Bernards Township Library
Jacquelyn Ridzy, (908) 043-3038

We notify you of the award prior to notifying the recipients because, in the past, members of Congress have personally informed and
congratulated project directors. NEH grants are highly competitive and involve a rigorous review and selection process to ensure that
the project represents the highest level of humanities research and public engagement. We hope that you will take the time today or
tomorrow to contact the grant recipients listed above. On May 14th our staff will issue a press release and publish the list of grantees
on our website, www.neh.gov (http://www.neh.gov).

If you have any questions or would like further information on this program, please contact NEH's Director of Congressional Affairs,
Courtney Chapin at (202) 606-8298 or cchapin@neh.gov (mailto:cchapin@neh.gov).

Sincerely,

Dr. Carole Watson
Acting Chairman
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Dear Representative Leonard Lance, 

 

The National Endowment for the Humanities is very proud to inform you that the 

Springfield Free Republic library will be opening the NEH funded “Lincoln: The 

Constitution and the Civil War” exhibit on June 12th. This interactive multimedia 

exhibition highlights how Lincoln used his constitutional vision to steer the nation 

through the turbulent years of the Civil War. The exhibition uses the Constitution as 

a cohesive thread to tie together 5 themes: The Civil War as a Constitutional Crisis, 

Secession, Slavery, Civil Liberties, and the Legacy of Lincoln. The NEH awarded a 

major grant to the National Constitution Center to create this exhibit. 

 

The traveling exhibition is visiting more than 50 libraries, colleges, and cultural 

centers through a collaboration between the American Library Association and the 

National Constitution Center. The Tunica Museum will host the exhibit through July 

26th, 2013. 

  

Although local partners may inform you of this opening, we here at the NEH wanted 

to be sure you and your staff were aware of this exhibition. If you are interested in 

visiting the exhibition, or would like more information, please contact the Springfield 

Free Republic Library at 973-376-4930. 

 

 

 

Courtney Chapin  

White House Liaison 

Director of Congressional Affairs 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20506 

Office: 202.606.8298 

Cell: 202.315.6074 

cchapin@neh.gov 

http://constitutioncenter.org/experience/exhibitions/past-exhibitions/lincoln-the-constitution-and-the-civil-war
http://constitutioncenter.org/experience/exhibitions/past-exhibitions/lincoln-the-constitution-and-the-civil-war
mailto:cchapin@neh.gov
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June 10, 2015

Dear Representative Lance:

I am pleased to announce that the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has awarded grants to organizations in your 7th
district as part of Latino Americans: 500 Years of History. With support from NEH and the American Library Association (ALA), more
than 200 sites will receive funding to host public programs that support the American public's exploration of the rich and varied history
and experiences of Latinos Americans. The cornerstone of the project is the six-part, NEH-supported documentary film, Latino
Americans, created for PBS in 2013 by the WETA public television station.

The organizations that will receive Latino Americans: 500 Years of History in your 7th district are:

Somerset County Library System, North Plainfield Library Branch
$3,000
Jessica Trujillo, (908) 557-7909, jtrujill@sclibnj.org (mailto:jtrujill@sclibnj.org)

NEH notifies Congressional offices of grant awards before notifying the awardees, so that Members of Congress or their staff have
the opportunity to contact the project directors to inform and congratulate them on their grant awards. If you call the grantees today,
you will be the first to notify them of their award.

Many Congressional offices work with the grant awardees to create press releases either jointly or separately. Please let us know if
you would like additional information from NEH for your press release. On June 11 (tomorrow), ALA staff will contact all successful
applicants directly and NEH will publicly announce the grants on NEH's website, www.neh.gov (http://www.neh.gov).

If you have any questions or would like further information on any of these grants, please contact NEH's Director of Congressional
Affairs, Tim Aiken at (202) 606-8273, or taiken@neh.gov (mailto:taiken@neh.gov).

Sincerely,

William D. Adams
Chairman
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