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2. SUMMARY
Doane University proposes a $35,000 NEH Humanities Connections Planning Grant to
develop a new Emphasis in Integrated Humanities Program (EIHP) that will address issues
facing the humanities in higher education. Nationally, disciplines in the humanities are being
pushed to the margins and are not seen as an integral component of any major or professional
program. At Doane, humanities fields have experienced decreased enrollment or consistent low
enrollment since 2013, and, despite the liberal arts emphasis of the institution, a significant
number of Doane students may graduate without the benefit of a strong humanities experience.
An Emphasis in Integrated Humanities at Doane provides a unique and timely corrective to
these local and national trends.
Faculty from the Departments of English, Biology, and Psychology will develop a pilot
Emphasis program for students majoring in biology or psychology with an NEH Planning
Grant. The EIHP will be unique in its interdisciplinary content and experiential learning
components and will draw on underutilized expertise among the humanities faculty at Doane.
The EIHP will provide humanities-based skills in creative and critical thinking and
communication. The concepts in the psychology and biology majors will be tailored to the
ethical and expressive emphases integral to study in the humanities. The EIHP will offer new
courses in collaboration with non-humanities disciplines with the aim of deepening students’
understanding of the role of the humanities within a particular area of study. The EIHP will
expand the role of the humanities in multiple ways:
(a) Doane Core Connections, the general undergraduate education program: Through
the Core, students develop intellectual skills, build connections among diverse sources of
knowledge, and adapt their liberal arts education to serve and to lead at all levels of social,
civic, and professional citizenship. The EIHP will be intentionally designed with concepts,
ideas, and themes that build on each other and students will demonstrate more significant
understanding of key concepts in the humanities.
(b) Faculty Collaboration: Faculty from multiple disciplines and other campus stakeholders
will design the program and collaborations may lead to the team-teaching of courses, creating
linked sections, developing learning communities, or participating in one another’s classes.
These partnerships will enhance the student learning experience and increase professional
development among the faculty.
(c) Experiential Learning: Doane has a graduation requirement for experiential learning,
including internships, short-term study abroad, formal academic year research projects, and
student teaching. Experiential learning within the EIHP will take place at the curricular and
co-curricular level and will be designed to unite students’ academic interests and professional
goals through a humanities-based approach.
During the planning grant, the project team will finalize the design, structure, and expected
student learning outcomes for the new EIHP, including the volume and nature of coursework that
will be required and the development of new courses. By the end of the grant, the EIHP will have
been approved for implementation in 2019-2020 for a cohort of biology and psychology
students. Doane’s Academic Planning and Effectiveness Committee (APEC), the Academic
Affairs Committee, and the Faculty Assembly will be involved in program assessment for
effective design and implementation as well as program approval.
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A. Project Rationale
Doane University, Nebraska’s oldest liberal arts institution, proposes to develop a new
Emphasis in Integrated Humanities Program (EIHP) that complements the broad foundation
of the undergraduate curriculum, known as the Doane Core Connections. The program addresses
a significant issue facing the humanities. As technical and professional programs gain students
and institutional support – most notably in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) fields – disciplines in the humanities are pushed to the margins. Humanities education is
increasingly viewed as a supplement to make students "well rounded" rather than as an integral
component of any major or professional program. An Emphasis in Integrated Humanities at
Doane provides a unique and timely corrective to these local and national trends.
Faculty from the Departments of English, Biology, and Psychology will develop a pilot
Emphasis program for students majoring in biology or psychology with an NEH Planning
Grant. The EIHP will provide humanities-based skills in creative and critical thinking and
communication. The concepts in psychology and biology majors will be tailored to the ethical
and expressive emphases integral to study in the humanities. Experiential learning is a required
component for all undergraduate students at Doane and will be integral to the EIHP. The
program could eventually expand to numerous other disciplines, such as engineering and
business, and ideally serve as a model to other institutions.
Impact of the Humanities on Students and the Institution. The EIHP will be unique in its
interdisciplinary content and experiential learning components and will draw on underutilized
expertise among the humanities faculty. Several faculty members research and teach in areas
traditionally associated with biology and psychology: bioethics, biopolitics, narrative medicine,
and affect in literature. Doane's faculty are already well-connected and interact closely with
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students through small classes (11:1 student to faculty ratio), academic year and summer
research projects, and directed studies. Faculty will guide students to the EIHP, composed of
courses tailored to their disciplinary and professional interests, and provide them with
experiential learning that will make them attractive graduate school applicants or successful
working professionals. Currently, classes on interdisciplinary topics in the humanities are limited
to Honors students and Special Topics courses that are offered infrequently.
Moreover, the mission of Doane University is to provide an exceptional liberal arts education
in a creative, inclusive, and collaborative community where faculty and staff work closely with
undergraduate and graduate students preparing them for lives rooted in intellectual inquiry,
ethical values, and a commitment to engage as leaders and responsible citizens of the world. The
elements of creativity, collaboration, and ethical values define the spirit of the EIHP, and, as the
mission suggests, these elements are at the heart of every Doane student’s education. The EIHP
will provide students in biology and psychology the opportunity to go beyond core requirements
to realize fully an exceptional liberal arts education.
Status of Humanities at Doane. At Doane, humanities fields have experienced decreased
enrollment or consistent low enrollment since 2013. Despite the liberal arts emphasis of the
institution, a significant number of Doane students may graduate without the benefit of a strong
humanities experience, a problem which will be rectified through the interdisciplinary EIHP.
History of Institutional Support. Doane has a history of innovative, interdisciplinary
programming. Doane’s commitment to applying social sciences to specific areas of study is
evident in the recent creation of programs in Health and Human Society and Asian Studies. The
EIHP will provide the humanities with much needed representation in such collaborations.
Doane’s innovative general education component within the Doane Core Connections, the
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Liberal Arts Seminar sequence, will also complement collaboration among diverse disciplines
and the humanities. Through the seminar sequence, students take an introductory liberal arts
course, a 200-level course in Democracy and Diversity, and a 300-level class with an emphasis
on interdisciplinary and experiential learning. The sequence fosters commitment to an
interdisciplinary approach to education. The EIHP represents a natural expansion of recent
innovations at Doane and a promotion of human issues that will inform disparate disciplines.
Expected Outcomes. During the year-long planning process, the project team will finalize the
design, structure, and expected student learning outcomes for the new EIHP, including the
volume and nature of coursework that will be required and the development of new courses. By
the end of the grant, the EIHP will have been approved for implementation in 2019-2020 for a
cohort of biology and psychology students, the two largest majors in the sciences and social
sciences at Doane. Last year Doane had 92 declared biology majors and 62 in psychology
(primary and secondary majors). The project team expects to recruit at least five students for the
inaugural year from biology and three from psychology. Over the next three years, marketing
and outreach will highlight positive experiences of students from the program. By year three, the
team anticipates that 20 students will participate from biology and ten from psychology. Years
four through ten hold the greatest promise. Once successful in the pilot disciplines, integrated
content with other disciplines will be sought and developed, which will rapidly expand the
program and make it a featured element of Doane. Ultimately, the project team envisions that
one out of ten students (1,047 total last year) will be enrolled in one of the EIHP courses.
B. Intellectual Content
An Emphasis in Integrated Humanities at Doane will offer new courses in collaboration with
non-humanities disciplines with the aim of deepening students’ understanding of the role of the
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humanities within a particular area of study. The EIHP will expand the role of the humanities in
multiple ways: (a) General Education: Doane Core Connections; (b) Faculty Collaboration; and
(c) Experiential Learning.
Doane Core Connections. The Core is an immersive and collaborative defining experience
that serves as a catalyst for students to develop intellectual skills, to build connections among
diverse sources of knowledge, and to adapt their liberal arts education to serve and to lead at all
levels of social, civic, and professional citizenship. The EIHP will be intentionally designed with
concepts, ideas, and themes that build on each other and students will demonstrate more
significant understanding of these key concepts in the humanities: the practical and ethical
implications of interactions between individuals and social structures; empathetic understanding
of a multifaceted world; the role of creativity in the examination of the human condition; and the
ways that humans have come to understand the meaning of existence.
The EIHP will offer courses with specialized topics that make explicit the connections to
students’ professional goals and issues facing our world today and in the future. This emphasis
moves away from the “coverage” model that English, philosophy, and history departments have
been based on historically. Rather than breadth of information, integrated humanities emphasizes
depth on topics and issues that require complex, multidisciplinary solutions.
Faculty Collaboration. The EIHP will be developed by a team of faculty from multiple
disciplines and other campus stakeholders who will work together to design a program that meets
the learning needs of students. Faculty collaborations may lead to the team-teaching of courses,
creating linked sections, developing learning communities, or participating in one another’s
classes. These partnerships will not only enhance the student learning experience, but will also

Doane University – NEH Planning Grant, Narrative – 6

increase professional development among the faculty, as faculty learn from one another’s
pedagogies, disciplinary expertise, and interactions with students.
Experiential Learning (EL). Doane has a graduation requirement for EL, including
classroom-based experiences (e.g. problem-based learning, Reacting to the Past), internships,
community engagement, short-term study abroad, and formal research projects. The EIHP will
further strengthen EL by uniting students’ academic interests and professional goals through a
humanities-based approach. EL will take place both inside and outside the classroom and will be
guided by the ways in which the disciplines are imbricated in the courses. Most project faculty
already incorporate EL in their classes. For example, Dr. Hanggi uses the Reacting to the Past
pedagogy, which immerses students in complex historical moments through an elaborate game
set-up, while helping them grasp difficult concepts and develop written and oral communication.
Students are assigned roles informed by primary and secondary sources and conduct debates.
During the planning grant, faculty will travel to conferences that will introduce them to new
pedagogies and ideas which will aid in the design and development of innovative humanitiesbased experiences.
Departmental Relationships and Collaboration. The EIHP will initially develop a
partnership among the disciplines of English, biology, and psychology, with the goal of
developing an intentional selection of courses to deepen students’ understanding in the
humanities. Faculty will share ideas, news, and research that will create a shared foundation for
designing the program. Faculty and other stakeholders will utilize a designated digital space for
conversation and publishing insights and plans, organizing research and responses on various
topics, contemporary thinking on the humanities and higher education, and pedagogical articles
that offer new ideas. This platform will also be a space to share workshop outcomes, conference
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and professional development experiences, and related insights from teaching. This sharing will
also create an archive, provide a level of transparency and community awareness, and establish a
network with other institutions interested in the interdisciplinary possibilities in the humanities.
The collaboration begins with faculty in these disciplines, but will also incorporate students’
views as a part of the planning. The project team will hold structured focus groups and
discussion with students majoring and minoring in psychology, biology, and English, as well as
students participating in the Pre-Health professions track.
Rationale for subject areas chosen. The interdisciplinary partnerships that are possible at a
small institution make for exciting academic possibilities. Doane’s faculty function as
generalists, covering a range of subjects in courses. The humanities faculty at Doane already
have a strong interdisciplinary focus and have sought disciplinary partners in biology and
psychology whose fields intersect with their humanities-based research interests in different
ways. The English faculty have research interests in anatomy, medicine, emotion, and affect that
complement studies in biology and psychology. For example, Brad Johnson teaches a first-year
seminar on Ethics of the Body, a course he plans to advance as part of the EIHP. Phil Weitl has
been writing and presenting in the field of narrative medicine from his disciplinary training in
creative non-fiction. He and biology professor Tessa Durham Brooks are team-teaching a course
in Fall 2017 called “Reflections of Life in the Face of Mortality,” in which students engage in
open dialogue about the alarming rates and risk factors of suicide on campus. Kathleen Hanggi is
currently working on research that examines the pedagogical negotiation between empathy and
otherness in literary narrative. Her interest in emotion, cognition, and readers’ response in
literature presents a unique focus for students majoring or minoring in psychology. In addition to
the interdisciplinary projects and courses discussed above, additional humanities faculty teach on
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biopolitics and illness in literature, presenting an unrealized area of strength within the
humanities division at Doane.
Curricular Context. This planning grant will allow faculty to explore how to design an
interdisciplinary humanities concentration in a way that interests Doane students. In the first
year, the program will be marketed to students majoring or minoring in biology or psychology.
The EIHP will be designed so that it is not credit intensive, which could be detrimental to
recruiting biology majors. To further cultivate the primary audience, the program will emphasize
the benefit of this kind of study for students considering graduate school or careers in health
professions. These courses will strengthen their understanding of the human condition while
simultaneously refining their communication and problem-solving skills.
C. Planning Committee
Project Director, Kathleen Hanggi, Assistant Professor of English brings unique
qualifications to this project. Training in sub-Saharan African literature and postcolonial theories
brings a commitment to integrating multiple perspectives and her current research on pedagogies
that incorporate empathy and otherness in the classroom addresses these concerns directly.
Hanggi co-directs the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning and has enthusiasm for
experimenting with innovative pedagogies that increase student engagement. She has also served
on the Assessment Committee and several institutional assessment working groups.
Co-Director, Bradley Johnson, Professor of English has been dedicated to
interdisciplinary study throughout his career. He helped establish the first-year Liberal Arts
Seminar as well as coursework for the Environmental Studies program. In the past two decades
he has taught over twenty sections of courses that connect ethics and literature to the sciences,
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particularly topics in biology, health professions, and environmental sciences. Johnson has
supervised nine summer research projects connecting literary analysis to the social sciences.
The Directors will convene the participants; establish agendas and goals for meetings and
workshops; and communicate with additional stakeholders, including the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences and the Vice President for Academic Affairs, as well as other stakeholders on
campus whose contributions will strengthen the project. The Directors will work with the
Planning Committee to determine if additional faculty and stakeholders are needed. New
members will be chosen based on their proven commitment to the vision of the EIHP and
willingness to contribute to the achievement of goals and objectives of the project.
Planning Committee. The Committee (faculty from English, biology, and psychology) will
attend meetings and workshops related to the development of the EIHP; participate in
professional development related to the goals of the project; contribute to marketing and
outreach; recruit students; and participate in project assessment and reporting.
Tessa Durham Brooks, Associate Professor and Chair of Biology, teaches courses in
human physiology and genetics. Her research team explores interactions between genotype and
environment in mediating plant physiology. She helped launch and now co-chairs Doane’s
program in Health and Society and is a member of the Health Professions Advisory Committee.
This year, she is co-teaching a liberal arts seminar on the topic of mortality and the role of
narrative in shaping its meaning.
Dr. Heather Reeson Lambert, Professor of Psychology and Chair of the Psychology
Department, teaches courses in abnormal psychology, counseling, the psychology of gender,
and multicultural psychology. She served on the committee to establish the interdisciplinary
Health and Society major and currently serves on its advisory committee and is also the
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Occupational Therapy advisor at Doane. She currently serves as the President of the Board of
Directors of Jana’s Campaign, a national education and violence prevention organization with
the mission of reducing gender and relationship violence through secondary education, higher
education and community education.
Philip Jude Weitl, Associate Professor of English, is a past Ardis Butler James Endowed
Chair at Doane, where he was named the 2010 Teacher of the Year. His recent work is in the
field of narrative medicine, and he is consulting with nearby Bryan College of Health Sciences to
develop a creative writing workshop for health care professionals in the region. He also recently
accepted an appointment to serve as one of two co-chairs of the Health and Society program at
Doane. Weitl's essay "Restless" was selected as a Notable Essay of 2010 by Robert Atwan,
editor of the prestigious Best American Essays anthology series.
D. Planning Process
The year-long NEH Planning Grant beginning in May 2018 will be used to develop the pilot
for a new Emphasis in Integrated Humanities at Doane. The following activities will be
accomplished: (a) Research similar interdisciplinary humanities programs and current trends in
interdisciplinary humanities studies; (b) Investigate new or effective pedagogies for conveying
project content by attending conferences and workshops that will best enhance the development
of experiential learning components of the EIHP; (c) Construct an outline for future development
of the project. The planning grant will result in the submission to the Doane Academic Affairs
Committee a pilot Emphasis program in biology and psychology, including new courses, and
receive final program approval from the Faculty Assembly. A future goal of the program is to
make it easily expandable to additional disciplines. Faculty will explore the most effective
method of expansion and will create a clear procedure for the development of future
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applications; (d) Create an outreach strategy to attract students. Faculty and administration will
determine what new or existing grant funds or university resources could best be employed to
market the program and what university departments and student groups would be effective
partners for promoting the program and recruiting students; (e) Determine the best areas for
collaboration. The project directors will cultivate partnerships with groups such as the Doane
College to Career Center, the Pathways Majors Fair, and the Liberal Arts Seminar Working
Group; and (f) Generate a meaningful assessment structure. Faculty will analyze the value of
utilizing existing emotional intelligence (EQi) data for first-year students to create a baseline for
“soft skills” such as empathy and interpersonal relationships. Faculty will investigate the
potential value of an exit EQi student survey within the Integrated Humanities Program in
comparison to those biology or psychology majors without the humanities coursework.
E. Summary Assessment
The Planning Committee is conscious of the constraints of a small university. New course
offerings have an impact on scheduling, teaching loads, and course enrollment. These realities
help set the parameters for effective design and implementation. To assess continued feasibility,
the Committee will seek evaluation from additional stakeholders. The project’s outline and plan
for implementation will be brought to Doane’s Academic Planning and Effectiveness Committee
(APEC), a group of stakeholders from across the university who will offer feedback on the
implementation plan and sustainability. Insights from APEC will inform the development of the
project plan, which will be shaped into a proposal for the Academic Affairs Committee and then
finally, the Faculty Assembly. The Committee also plans to present and publish the program, its
development process, and its outline for experiential learning to our peers at conferences and in
journals. This will provide feedback from peers beyond the university.
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March 2019: Present pilot program and new courses to faculty assembly for approval.
April 2019: Produce a final report on planning phase, including a plan for implementation.
May 2019: Prepare roundtable presentation for New Directions in the Humanities Conference.
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APPENDICES 5C. DOANE UNIVERSITY GENERAL INFORMATION, ENROLLMENT TRENDS,
AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Founded in 1872, Doane University is Nebraska’s oldest private, liberal arts institution. The main Crete
campus is home to Doane’s College of Arts and Sciences and College of Education, a residential liberal arts
college that served 1,047 students in 2016-2017 with bachelor degrees in 39 areas. Last year, the student body
was 49% female, 17% non-white, 30% Pell Grant-eligible, and 37% first-generation. Doane continually
receives national recognition every year from some of the most prestigious publications across the country. For
their 2017 college rankings, The Wall Street Journal rated Doane as the 2nd best university in Nebraska. Doane
was only one of four institutions to receive recognition from the WSJ/Times Higher Education. In addition, U.S.
News and World Report named Doane a “Top National Liberal Arts College,” ranking among the top 150
schools nationally. The Princeton Review labeled Doane a “Best Midwestern School” and Forbes included
Doane among their “America’s Best Colleges” list. Doane also has an outstanding record for having a high
number of Fulbright Awards with a total of 65 Doane students awarded the prestigious opportunity since 1952.
The following table includes enrollment data for the majors at Doane selected for the pilot Emphasis in
Integrated Humanities Program and additional majors from the Division of Fine Arts and the Humanities.
Table 1: Total spring enrollment, undergrad (primary majors and secondary majors)
2013
2014
2015
2016
Spring Semester
73
1
78
0
92
0
94
4
Biology
19
4
21
5
27
10
23
7
English
Psychology
51
8
53
7
53
6
51
9
Art*
Communication Studies
History
Journalism and Media
Languages (French,
German, Spanish)
Music
Philosophy
Religion
Theatre
Total

2017
91
1
16
3

32
10
20

5
15
6

26
16
12

4
8
5

24
17
12

6
14
3

19
18
14

4
13
2

54
8
7
16
12

8
2
3
9
1

8

27

8

16

12

22

14

27

12

19

38
0
3
24
278

2
3
3
6
80

31
0
2
33
280

2
4
2
3
56

30
0
1
34
302

3
1
1
5
71

29
0
1
26
289

1
1
0
6
74

33
0
1
21
271

3
2
0
5
56
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Examples of Experiential Learning at Doane University
Problem-based learning: This pedagogy asks students to understand a complex problem from multiple
disciplinary perspectives. Doane employs this pedagogy as a key component of the Doane Core in the upper
class Liberal Arts Impact Seminar: Connecting Knowledge to Choices and Actions. Phil Weitl’s and Tessa
Durham Brooks’ class that examines suicide rates on college campuses asks students to design materials and
host events for the campus and the broader community to call attention to this complex issue that affects college
campuses.
Community Engaged Learning: Also called service learning, this pedagogy is also in frequent use at
Doane. Classes organize and sponsor charity events to benefit the local organizations. One successful event was
designed in partnership with Crete’s Community Assistance Director. Students designed and marketed an event
for immigrant families, providing tables of information on topics ranging from getting a driver’s license to voter
registration, and blood donation.
Reacting to the Past: This pedagogy immerses students in complex historical moments through an
elaborate game set-up, while helping them grasp difficult concepts and develop written and oral
communication. Students are assigned roles informed by primary and secondary sources and conduct debates.
Dr. Hanggi utilizes this pedagogy in her classes, and has adapted it to a literary context with the novel Things
Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. There are several “games” that fit the academic goals of the EIHP, such as “The
Needs of Others,” “AIDS Crisis in America,” and “Alan Turing, the Quest for the Artificial Mind, and the Rise
of Cognitive Science: Manchester, 1949.”
Student Research: Doane STEM majors are required to participate in a sequence of courses
facilitating original research projects. Other disciplines, including the humanities, also utilize this pedagogy for
experiential learning. Students are introduced to formal research including topic selection and investigation in
primary scientific literature, identify a faculty research mentor, design experiments, and preparing a written
proposal and oral presentation. Students then execute the plan of action, conduct scientific laboratory or field
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experiments, take appropriate notes, analyze data, and present findings in a written thesis and oral or poster
presentation. Doane sponsors an annual symposium for students to share their research with the campus and
surrounding community. EIHP faculty will partner to mentor students conducting research that crosses
disciplinary boundaries.
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