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Division of Public Programs Awards List

July Council 2019
Public Humanities Projects
Planning Grants
Emily Dickinson Museum Comprehensive Interpretive Planning
Amherst College
Amherst, MA
Award: Outright; $63,025  
Planning for a new interpretive plan and public programs at the home of poet Emily Dickinson (1830–86).
Ethiopia at the Crossroads
Walters Art Museum
Baltimore, MD
Award: Outright; $40,000  
Planning for a traveling exhibition exploring the art of Ethiopia from antiquity to the present.
Arise Women of the Nation: 
Staten Islanders in the Fight for Women's Right to Vote
Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences
Staten Island, NY
Award: Outright; $40,000  
Planning of a temporary exhibition and public

programs exploring the role of Staten Island in the creation and passage of the 19th Amendment.
Religion and the American West
New-York Historical Society
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $75,000  
Planning for a traveling exhibition to examine the role of religion in nineteenth-century westward expansion.
Implementation Grants
Where the Truth Lies: The Art of Qiu Ying
Museum Associates
Los Angeles, CA
Award: Outright; $100,000  
Implementation of a single-site, temporary exhibition on the art of Ming Dynasty painter Qiu Ying (c. 1494–c. 1552).
2020: Bicentennial Vision for Maine Past, Present, and Future
Maine Humanities Council
Portland, ME
Award: Outright; $100,000  
Match; $10,000
Implementation of scholar-facilitated reading and discussion sessions, a humanities speakers

bureau, and a “Theater of Ideas” that explore the history of Maine’s road to statehood to commemorate the state’s bicentennial.
Maine's Mid-Century Moment:
A Bicentennial Celebration
University of Maine, Augusta
Augusta, ME
Award: Outright; $100,000  
Implementation of sixteen humanities discussions

exploring the artistic and literary interpretations of Maine’s identity in the mid-twentieth century.
Digital Worlds: History and 
Cultural Impact
Strong Museum
Rochester, NY
Award: Outright; $700,000  
Implementation of a permanent exhibition, on-line content, educational materials, and public programs exploring the history and cultural

impact of video games.
Please Touch Museum's New Centennial Innovations Gallery
Please Touch Museum
Philadelphia, PA
Award: Outright; $200,000  
Implementation of a permanent exhibition that explores the 1876 Centennial Fair in Philadelphia.
Freedom Stories: Unearthing the African American Heritage of Appalachia
International Storytelling Center
Jonesborough, TN
Award: Outright; $200,000  
Implementation of a series of public discussions and an accompanying podcast and website that

engage professional storytellers with humanities scholars to explore the history of African Americans in Appalachia.
Media Projects
Development Grants
Alaska Documentary with Ric Burns
Anchorage Museum Association
Anchorage, AK
Award: Outright; $25,000  
Match; $50,000
Development of a three-part documentary film on the history of Alaska produced through a partnership between the Anchorage Museum and Steeplechase Films.
Tektite Revisited: NASA's Forgotten Underwater Mission
University Corporation at Monterey Bay
Seaside, CA
Award: Outright; $74,989  
Development of an eighty-minute documentary on the Tektite Program, an experimental

underwater research station operated by NASA in the U.S. Virgin Islands between 1969 and 1970.
City Lights
Media Process Educational Films
Chicago, IL
Award: Outright; $75,000  
Development of a one-hour documentary on San Francisco’s City Lights Bookstore and the poet

and publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti (born 1919).
Hazel Scott: Café Society
New York Foundation for the Arts
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $75,000  
Development of a documentary film about the African American musician and broadcast

pioneer Hazel Scott (1920–81).
The People's Will
Women Make Movies, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $74,992  
Development of a sixty-minute documentary using the 1849 Astor Place Riot as a vehicle to

explore the history of theater and Shakespeare in nineteenth-century America.
Production Grants

Winchelldom: The World that Walter Winchell Built
International Documentary Foundation
Los Angeles, CA
Award: Outright; $650,000  
Production of a sixty-minute documentary film

about the prominent newspaper columnist and radio commentator Walter Winchell (1897–1972).
Language and Linguistics Podcast (Successor to "World in Words")
Linguistic Society of America
Washington, DC
Award: Outright; $199,330  
Production of twenty original episodes of a podcast on language, Subtitle, and additional related programming.
The Bell Affair: A Film Reframing American Slavery and Freedom
University of Nebraska, Board of Regents
Lincoln, NE
Award: Outright; $200,000  
Production of a one-hour live action animated documentary about an enslaved family that

sued for freedom in 1830s Washington, D.C.
UNLADYLIKE2020
Futuro Media Group
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000  
Match; $100,000
Production of twenty-six animated short documentary films about little-known Progressive Era women who achieved success in science, business, aviation, journalism, politics, medicine, exploration, and the arts.
South by Somewhere
Southern Documentary Fund
Durham, NC
Award: Outright; $600,000  
Production of a series of programs that examine the foodways, history, and culture of the American South.
The Heart of All That Is
Little Wound School District
Kyle, SD
Award: Outright; $200,000  
Production of a seven-episode podcast series

about the history of the Oglala Lakota Sioux.
It’s Lit! A Series About Books from PBS Digital Studios
PBS Foundation
Arlington, VA
Award: Outright; $478,790  
Production of a series of short films about literature. 
