NEH Budget Instructions for the Trans-Atlantic
Platform Democracy, Governance, and Trust Call

Note: If you are a U.S.-based applicant submitting a proposal to the National Endowment for
the Humanities for the Trans-Atlantic Platform (T-AP) for Social Sciences and Humanities Call
on Democracy, Governance, and Trust (DGT), you should use these budget instructions. If you
are not based in the U.S. or you are applying to the National Science Foundation (NSF), you
should consult the T-AP website for required budget information and forms. All awards made to
U.S.-based applicants will be issued by NEH or NSF. At the time awards are issued, the funding
agency may require you to submit additional budget materials. The issuing agency will contact
recipients with details.

Before developing a project budget, applicants should review the T-AP DGT Call for Proposals
and the NEH Addendum to the call for important information about proposal requirements.

Research and Related Budget

You must submit a project budget using the Research and Related (R&R) Budget form along
with a budget justification. You can find the R&R budget form on NEH’s website. You must open
and complete this form in Adobe Reader 8.0 or higher rather than in your web browser. Do not
attach the budget justification to the R&R. You must submit it as a separate
document.

Complete a single detailed budget for each 12-month span of the period of performance. The
form will generate a cumulative budget.

The form indicates required fields in yellow. Round all costs to the nearest whole dollar. The
inclusion of a cost category on the Research and Related Budget form does not automatically
indicate that an expense is allowable in this program.

NEH does not require cost share in this program. If you provide voluntary cost share, do not
include it on the Research and Related Budget form. You may describe it in your budget

justification.

All costs must be reasonable, necessary to accomplish project objectives, allowable in terms of 2
CFR 200 Subpart E - Cost Principles, auditable, and incurred during the period of performance.
Costs are subject to audit, record retention, and other requirements set forth in 2 CFR 200
Subpart F - Audit Requirements.

You should only include your own employees under A. Senior/Key Person and B. Other
Personnel. Include team members in leadership roles in the project under A. Senior/Key Person.
Include other team members under B. Other Personnel. Include costs for non-employees under
F3. Consultant Services or F5. Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs, as appropriate.

If you charge indirect costs to the project, you must not charge the same costs to the project as
direct costs.
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Introductory Fields

Indicate your organization’s Unique Entity Identifier, name, and the period of performance.
Your period of performance must be between 24 and 36 months and must start on September 1
or October 1, 2024. For budget type, check “project.”

A. Senior/Key Person

Include personnel who are employed by the applicant institution in leadership roles on the
project. Do not include collaborators at other institutions or consultants, as you will
include them in F. Other Direct Costs.

Enter the base salary (annual compensation) for each senior/key person and identify the
number of months they will devote to the project. If you do not include base salaries, your award
may be delayed.

Many non-academic institutions organize their budgets using calendar months. If your
organization does not differentiate between academic and summer months, use only the
calendar months column.

If your organization follows an academic calendar, you may differentiate levels of effort by using
the academic and summer months columns. You may use both columns if your institutional
policy requires separate accounting for academic and summer months. If your institution does
not use a nine-month academic year and a three-month summer period, include your
institution’s definition of these terms in your budget justification.

Enter the requested salary and fringe benefits for each senior/key person. Per 2 CFR § 200.431,
fringe benefits are allowances and services you provide in addition to salaries and wages. Fringe
benefits may include the costs of leave (e.g., vacation, family-related, sick, or military), employee
insurance, pensions, and unemployment benefit plans.

Requested salaries and wages must comply with 2 CFR §§ 200.430 and .466 and fringe benefits
must comply with 2 CFR § 200.431.

The form will calculate the requested salary and fringe benefits for each key person.

The form has space for up to eight people. If you request funds for additional key personnel, list
them in a separate document using the same format as the Research and Related Budget and
include it under Additional Documents in your T-AP application. If applicable, enter the total
funds requested for additional senior/key persons in the "Total Funds requested for all
Senior/Key Persons in the attached file" field.

B. Other Personnel

Include personnel employed by the applicant institution who will play a supporting role on the
project. For each project role, identify the number of personnel proposed, the total number of
months, total salary, and total fringe benefits requested as described in A. Senior/Key Person.
The form will calculate the requested salary and fringe benefits for each group.

Post-doctoral associates, graduate students, and undergraduate students

If applicable, include charges for tuition remission and other forms of compensation paid to
students as, or in lieu of, salaries and wages. You must report such costs in accordance with 2
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CFR § 200.466(b), and must treat them as direct or indirect costs in accordance with the actual
work performed. You may charge tuition remission on an average rate basis.

Administrative/Clerical

In most circumstances, you should include the salaries of administrative, secretarial, or clerical
staff as indirect costs (see H. Indirect Costs). Per 2 CFR § 200.413(c), you may charge salaries
for administrative or clerical staff as direct costs only if they meet the following conditions:

e The administrative or clerical services are integral to a project or activity.

e The individuals can be specifically identified with the project or activity.

e You explicitly include these costs in your budget or have prior written approval from
NEH.

¢ You do not recover the costs as indirect costs.

If you include administrative or clerical salaries in your budget as direct costs, describe how
direct charging meets all four conditions in your budget justification. NEH may request
additional information to assess if proposed costs are allowable.

Additional Other Personnel

List additional project roles, if applicable. The form has space for six named roles. If you have
more, combine project roles on the form and explain in your budget justification.

Requested salaries and wages must comply with 2 CFR §§ 200.430 and .466 and fringe benefits
must comply with 2 CFR § 200.431.

Do not list collaborators at other institutions or consultants here, as you will include them in F.
Other Direct Costs.

C. Equipment Description

Equipment is nonexpendable personal property costing $5,000 or more per item and having a
service life of more than one year (unless your organization has established a lower level). See 2
CFR §8§ 200.313 and .439.

You may purchase equipment if analysis demonstrates that it is more economical and practical
than leasing You may charge depreciation in compliance with 2 CFR § 200.436. If you lease
equipment, include equipment rental/user fees in F. Other Direct Costs.

Per 2 CFR § 200.322, you should preference goods, products, and materials produced in the
United States purchased or acquired under a federal award. If NEH funds your project, you
must include the requirements of this section in all subawards, contracts, and purchase orders
for work or products.

List each item of equipment you plan to purchase and its estimated cost, including shipping and
maintenance. Include supporting information, such as a price quote, in your budget

justification.

The form has space for ten items. If you request funds for additional equipment, list them in a
separate document and include it under Additional Documents in your T-AP application. Enter
the total funds for the additional equipment in the “Total funds requested for all equipment
listed in the attached file” field.
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The form will calculate total equipment costs.

D. Travel

Enter the total funds you are requesting for both domestic travel (local and long-distance) and
foreign travel (including travel to Canada and Mexico). Detail costs for each trip in your budget
justification. If you make non-refundable travel arrangements, it is at your own risk.
You cannot charge cancelled travel to your award.

Travel costs must comply with 2 CFR § 200.475 and the General Terms and Conditions for
Awards to Organizations. NEH uses the General Services Administration's published per diem
rates to assess if proposed travel costs are reasonable.

Include travel costs for participants in E3 and travel costs for consultants in F3.
The form will calculate total travel costs.

E. Participant/Trainee Support Costs

Participants are the beneficiaries, not the providers, of a service or training opportunity (such as
a workshop, conference, seminar, or symposium) funded by a federal award.

2 CFR § 200.1 defines participant support costs as direct costs for expenses such as stipends,
travel allowances, subsistence allowances, and registration fees paid to or on behalf of
participants (but not employees) in connection with conferences or training projects.

2 CFR § 200.432 defines a conference as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium, workshop, or
event, the primary purpose of which is the dissemination of technical information beyond the
non-federal entity, and which is necessary and reasonable for successful performance under the
federal award.

Include supporting information in your budget justification. If you or your participants
make non-refundable travel arrangements, it is at your own risk. You cannot
charge cancelled travel to your award.

If you claim indirect costs, exclude participant support costs from the MTDC base. The form will
calculate total participant support costs.

1. Tuition/Fees/Health Insurance
Leave this field blank.

2. Stipends
Enter the requested funds for participant stipends.

3. Travel

Enter the requested funds for participant travel. In your budget justification, name the travelers
(if known) and itemize their travel expenses (e.g., roundtrip airfare, mileage, public
transportation fares, parking fees).
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4. Subsistence

Enter the requested funds for participant subsistence (e.g., lodging and service charges; meals,
including taxes and tips; and incidental expenses).

5. Other

Describe other participant support costs (e.g., local ground transportation to venues, admission
fees) and enter the requested funds. Provide additional information in your budget justification.

Number of Participants/Trainees
Enter the number of participants. This field cannot exceed 999.

F. Other Direct Costs
The form will calculate total other direct costs.

1. Materials and Supplies

Enter the requested funds for materials and supplies that cost less than $5,000 per item,
regardless of its useful life, unless your organization has established a different capitalization
level. See 2 CFR §§ 200.314 and .453.

2. Publication Costs

Enter the requested funds for publication costs, including the costs of documenting, preparing,
publishing, or otherwise making available to others the findings and products of the work
conducted under the award. Include supporting information in your budget justification.

3. Consultant Services

Enter the requested funds for consultant services. If your project includes an external advisory
committee, include associated costs here.

Consultant fees must comply with 2 CFR § 200.459.

4. Automated Data Processing (ADP)/Computer Services

Enter the requested funds for ADP/computer services, including computer-based retrieval of
scientific, technical, and education information. Include personal computers and accessories
under Materials and Supplies. If a third party will provide these services, include them in
Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs.

5. Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs

Enter the total funds you are requesting (both direct and indirect costs) for activities third
parties will perform.

Per 2 CFR §§ 200.1 and .331(a), a subaward is an award you issue to a subrecipient to carry out
part of your federal award. Subawards do not include payments to contractors (as defined in 2
CFR §§ 200.1 and .331(b)) or payments to individuals who are beneficiaries of federal programs.

You may provide a subaward through any form of legal agreement, including an agreement you
consider a contract. The substance of the relationship between a passthrough entity and a third
party is more important than the form of the agreement when determining if the third-party
functions as subrecipient or contractor. See 2 CFR § 200.331(c).
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NEH may request additional information to assess if proposed costs are reasonable and
allowable. See 2 CFR §§ 200.331 and .332.

If your budget includes subawards, you must submit a separate Research and Related budget
and budget justification for each subrecipient. Include these subrecipient budgets and budget
justifications under Additional Documents in your T-AP application. If a subrecipient claims
indirect costs, include its federally negotiated indirect cost rate agreement. You do not have to
include an agreement for any subrecipient that requests the 10% de minimis rate. Include these
budgets and related material under Additional Documents in your T-AP application.

Learn more about managing subawards.

6. Equipment or Facility Rental/User Fees
Enter the requested funds for rental fees for equipment and facilities.

If you will use your own equipment and facilities, you may charge depreciation in compliance
with 2 CFR § 200.436. Alternatively, if you will use equipment you purchased with federal funds
under another award, you may charge user fees consistent with 2 CFR § 200.313(c)(2). You may
not charge both depreciation and user fees.

If you will host a conference, you may rent facilities per 2 CFR § 200.432. If you rent facilities
under a “less-than-arm's-length” lease, you must comply with 2 CFR § 200.465(c).

Federally funded meetings and conferences must take place in properties that comply with the
Hotel and Motel Fire Safety Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-391). Consult the U.S. Fire Administration’s
National Master List for fire code compliant hotels.

7. Alterations and Renovations

Leave this line blank. Per 2 CFR § 200.462, costs you incur for ordinary and normal
rearrangement and alteration of facilities are allowable as indirect costs.

8-10. Other

List items you have not included in other previous categories or in the indirect cost pool. “Other”
project-specific costs may include fees for promotion, acquisition, rights, evaluation and
assessment, and accessibility accommodations (e.g., audio description, sign-language
interpretation, closed or open captioning, large-print brochures/labeling). “Miscellaneous” and
“contingency” are not acceptable budget categories.

Per 2 CFR § 200.432, allowable conference costs include speakers’ fees, costs of meals and
refreshments, and other incidental items. You must exercise discretion and judgment to ensure
that costs are appropriate, necessary, and managed in a manner that minimizes costs to the
award.

Food is only allowable when vendors are unavailable during the scheduled program. You may
not use federal funds for meals or refreshments at receptions or networking events. If
participants receive complimentary meals or refreshments during meetings, conferences,
training, or other events while on NEH-supported travel, you must reduce the per diem you
charge to the award. Per 2 CFR § 200.423, you may not use federal funds for alcoholic
beverages.
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G. Total Direct Costs
The form will calculate total direct costs.

H. Indirect Costs

Indirect costs are costs your institution incurs for common or joint objectives and that you
cannot readily identify with a specific project or activity. Indirect costs include such expenses as
the depreciation on buildings, equipment, and capital improvements; operations and
maintenance expenses; accounting and legal services; and salaries of executive officers.

You do not have to claim indirect costs, but if you do, calculate the amount you may request by
multiplying the applicable indirect cost rate by the distribution base, which is typically the
project’s modified total direct costs (MTDC).

Per 2 CFR § 200.1, MTDC are direct salaries and wages, applicable fringe benefits, materials and
supplies, services, travel, and up to the first $25,000 of each subaward (regardless of the period
of performance of the subaward). MTDC exclude equipment, capital expenditures,
rental costs, tuition remission, scholarships and fellowships, participant support
costs, and the portion of each subaward over $25,000.

Review your institution’s negotiated indirect cost rate(s) to ensure you are using the most
appropriate rate for your project. Many institutions of higher education negotiate multiple rates,
such as “research,” “instruction,” and “other sponsored activities.” An institution’s “research”
rate is not the appropriate rate for inclusion in NEH project budgets, except in rare cases, since
it is reserved for projects involving scientific research, not scholarly inquiry of the type most

often supported by NEH.

Except as provided in 2 CFR § 200.414(c)(1), NEH must use the negotiated rate(s) in effect at
the time it issues your award and will not adjust the rate(s) throughout the life of your award.
NEH will not adjust your award amount due to changes to your negotiated rates.

If an educational institution does not have a negotiated rate with the federal government when
NEH issues an award (because it is a new recipient or the parties cannot reach agreement on a
rate), but has a provisional rate, NEH must use the provisional rate until a final cost is
negotiated and approved by the cognizant agency, except as provided in 2 CFR § 200.414. If the
recipient fails to negotiate an indirect cost rate applicable to the period of performance within
the period of performance, NEH may disallow indirect costs.

If your organization does not have a federally negotiated indirect cost rate, you may:

e submit an indirect cost proposal to your cognizant federal agency to negotiate a rate
within three months of your award’s period of performance start date; or
e charge a de minimis rate of 10% applicable to MTDC (see 2 CFR § 200.414(f))

If you choose one of these options, indicate this under Indirect Cost Type. If you do not choose
either of the above options, you may only charge costs that are allocable, allowable, and
reasonable to the award.

Include a copy of your federally negotiated indirect cost rate agreement, along with subrecipient
agreements under Additional Documents in your T-AP application, if applicable.

Reference NEH’s General Guidance on Calculating Indirect Costs for more information.
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If NEH is your cognizant agency, reference Guidance for Negotiating an Indirect Cost Rate
Agreement with NEH.

Indirect Cost Type

Enter the type of indirect cost rate (e.g., “other sponsored activities,” “all programs,”
“instruction,” “10% de minimis”) and base (e.g., “MTDC,” “salaries,” “salaries & fringe”) and
whether the activity and rate are on- or off-site. If your budget includes more than one indirect
cost rate or base, list them as separate entries (i.e., if your project includes activities that occur
both on and off campus). If you do not have a current indirect rate agreement, but intend to
negotiate one, write "None-will negotiate” and provide additional detail in your budget

justification.

» <«

Indirect Cost Rate (%)

Enter the most recent indirect cost rate(s) established with your cognizant federal agency (or the
10% de minimis rate) as a number without special characters (i.e., 32.5).

Indirect Cost Base ($)

Enter the base for each indirect cost type. Describe any exclusions in your budget justification. If
applicable, refer to your federally negotiated indirect cost rate agreement to determine how to
calculate the indirect cost base.

Funds Requested ($)
Enter the requested funds for each indirect cost type.

Total Indirect Costs
The form will calculate total indirect costs.

Cognizant Federal Agency
Enter the name of your cognizant federal agency and a point of contact, if applicable.

I. Total Direct and Indirect Costs
The form will calculate total project costs. Total project costs should not exceed $200,000.

J. Fee
Leave this field blank.

K. Total Costs and Fee

The form will calculate this field, which will be the same amount as 1. Total Direct and Indirect
Costs.

Budget Justification

You must provide a budget justification to support your project. Specifically describe how each
item supports your proposed objectives, detail how you calculated all costs, and provide
supporting documentation. Organize your budget justification using the section headings on the
Research and Related Budget.


https://www.neh.gov/grants/manage/negotiating-indirect-cost-rate
https://www.neh.gov/grants/manage/negotiating-indirect-cost-rate

If you provide voluntary cost share, you may describe it in the budget justification to
contextualize the project. Do not include voluntary cost share on the Research and Related
Budget form.

Include the budget justification under Additional Documents in your T-AP application. Do not
attach the budget justification to the R&R. You must submit it as a separate
document. Do not use your budget justification to expand your narrative.

A. Senior/Key Person: Budget Justification

Detail the salary and wages you will pay to each Senior/Key Person. Provide their names and
briefly describe their roles in and suitability to the project. Identify the fringe benefit rate and
explain the base for each person. If your organization follows an academic calendar, explain any
differences in compensation between academic and summer months.

B. Other Personnel: Budget Justification

List names (if known), roles, months, and requested salary and fringe benefits for other
personnel, including post-doctoral associates, graduate students, undergraduate students, and
administrative/clerical personnel.

If your budget includes administrative/clerical personnel, describe how they meet the four
conditions for inclusion as a direct cost.

C. Equipment Description: Budget Justification

Detail the number and unit cost for each item and explain how you determined these figures.
Provide vendor quotes or price lists, if applicable.

D. Travel: Budget Justification

For each trip, provide the name of the key personnel or employee(s) (if known), explain the
purpose of the trip, and specify the points of origin and destination. Break out the costs of
transportation, lodging, per diem, and any other associated expenses. Explain how you
determined these figures. You must justify each trip separately, except for recurring local trips,
which you may group together.

For local travel, include the mileage rate, number of miles, reason for travel, and staff members
completing the travel. For long-distance travel, calculate per diem amounts for meals and
lodging consistent with written institutional policy. You must use the lowest available
commercial fares for coach or equivalent accommodations. If you make nonrefundable
travel arrangements, it is at your own risk. You cannot charge cancelled travel to
your award.

E. Participant/Trainee Support Costs: Budget Justification

Describe how you calculated participant stipends, travel, subsistence, and other costs. If
possible, detail participant travel costs using the instructions above.

F. Other Direct Costs: Budget Justification

1. Materials and Supplies

Indicate general categories (e.g., personal computers, digital cameras, archival supplies).
Provide a total for each category. Itemize categories totaling $1,000 or more and provide vendor
quotes or price lists, if applicable.



2. Publication Costs
Indicate print runs and justify costs, including vendor quotes, if applicable.

3. Consultant Services

Identify each consultant, describe the services they will perform, specify the amount of time they
will devote to the project across the period of performance, outline travel costs, and provide total
costs. If applicable, include consultants’ proposals.

4. Automated Data Processing (ADP)/Computer Services
Itemize the cost for each service and include established service rates, if applicable.

5. Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs

List the costs of project activities to be undertaken by third parties. Identify each third party by
name, describe its role in the project, the activities it will carry out, and the associated costs. For
each entry, designate the third party as either a subrecipient (who receives a subaward) or a
contractor (who receives a contract).

For each contractor, itemize costs using the same categories as the Research and Related Budget
and provide relevant supporting documents.

You must submit a Research and Related budget and budget justification for each subrecipient
under Additional Documents in your T-AP application.

6. Equipment or Facility Rental/User Fees
Identify and justify each rental fee. Provide relevant supporting documentation.

7. Alterations and Renovations
Leave this blank.

8. Other Costs
Itemize, describe, and justify any other direct costs. Include supporting documentation.
“Miscellaneous” and “contingency” are not acceptable budget categories.

G. Total Direct Costs
Automatic total. Leave blank.

H. Indirect Costs: Budget Justification

If you include indirect costs in your project budget, identify the rate(s), explain the base(s), and
describe any exclusions.
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