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or fifty years, the National Endowment for 
the Humanities has supported achievements 
in the humanities. Our grants have helped to 

decipher the lost journals of explorers, uncover hidden 
treasures in Egypt, and document adventures in the 
Wild West on film. As part of our fiftieth anniversary, 
we are also celebrating the work we’ve done for 
children, such as Youth Grants, Summer Seminars and 
Institutes to train teachers, and a perennial favorite: our 
Summertime Favorites reading list.
 
We recently took another look at the list and realized 
that very few of the books qualified as informational 
texts. In order to fulfill the need for high-quality, 
humanities-oriented children’s nonfiction, we 
scoured nonfiction awards lists and crowdsourced 
recommendations. After extensive internal review and 
consultation with a panel of respected education and 
library science experts, we put together a list of books 
for five different age groups, including works written 
in a variety of styles that address the wide range of 
projects NEH has funded over the last half century.

NEH Nonfiction Booklist     

The National Endowment for the Humanities is an independent  
federal agency created in 1965. It is one of the largest funders  
of humanities programs in the United States.

For Young Readers
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For ages 
five to 17

pecial thanks to our education and library 
science advisors: Elizabeth Bush (Graduate 
School of Library and Information Science, 

University of Illinois), James Grossman (American 
Historical Association), Michelle Martin (College 
of Information and Communications, University of 
South Carolina), Carmen Martinez (Oakland Public 
Library, retired), Kate McDowell (Graduate School 
of Library and Information Science, University of 
Illinois), Thom McHugh (Carroll County Public 
Schools), and Aimee Strittmatter (American Library 
Association).
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