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America’s Media Makers Awards List

Fiscal Years 2012–2016

Fiscal Year 2012
Development Grants

American Reds: The Failed Revolution, 1920–1956
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $75,000  

Development of a 90-minute film and website exploring the history of the rise and fall of the Communist Party, USA.
Rising Voices/Hothaninpi
Language Conservancy
Bloomington, IN
Award: Outright; $60,000  

Development of a 90-minute documentary film and website that examines Native American language loss and revival.
Adios Amor: The Search for Maria Moreno
Women Make Movies, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $60,000  

Development of a 60-minute documentary film and design of an accompanying website on Maria Moreno, a California labor activist who worked to organize migrant farm workers 50 years ago.
Journey to Normal: Women of War Come Home
Pittsburgh Film-makers, Inc.
Pittsburgh, PA
Award: Outright; $75,000  

Development of a script for a 90-minute documentary film and interactive website featuring a searchable database of interviews with female U.S. veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, an online community discussion forum, and a story-sharing tool.
Action Speaks! Underappreciated Dates that Changed America
AS220
Providence, RI
Award: Outright; $75,000  

Development of a multiformat expansion of an existing radio series that brings scholars and the public together via live, moderated public events, to discuss "underappreciated" events in American history.
Production Grants

Hidden Kitchens World
Kitchen Sisters Productions
San Francisco, CA
Award: Outright; $150,000  

Production of eight, seven-minute radio stories to air on NPR's "Morning Edition," an hour-long public radio broadcast special distributed to stations, a multimedia website, and a blog featuring scholars each exploring the complex relationships among food, culture, and society.
Across the Pacific
Filmmakers Collaborative, Inc.
Waltham, MA
Award: Outright; $600,000  

Production of a two-hour documentary about the 1935 crossing of the Pacific Ocean in a Pan American Airways flying boat named the China Clipper.
The Popular Romance Project Film and Website: Creating Community in a Mass Cultural World
Filmmakers Collaborative, Inc.
Waltham, MA
Award: Outright; $616,000  

Production of a two-hour documentary about the romance novel community.
The Constitution
Twin Cities Public Television, Inc.
St. Paul, MN
Award: Outright; $400,000  

Production of a four-part, four-hour television series accompanied by a companion website, a digital engagement strategy, "PBS NewsHour's" Student Reporting Labs in ten cities, and a series of high school debates developed, implemented, and webcast by the National Constitution Center.
Afropop Worldwide's Hip Deep
World Music Productions
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $175,000  

Production of nine new radio and web episodes, re-editing and rebroadcasting six previously produced programs, migration of current website to new more accessible website, and the implementation of a new dissemination and syndication strategy for the "Hip Deep" series.
Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America
Western New York Public Broadcasting Association
Buffalo, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000  

Production of a 90-minute documentary film and an associated website exploring the life and career of landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted.
Gene Smith and The Jazz Loft
WNYC Radio
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $704,000  

Production of a 90-minute documentary about photographer W. Eugene (Gene) Smith and the history of jazz in New York during the 1950s.
Mission US
WNET.ORG
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $35,499  

To support the production of two interactive historical games designed for classroom use on an electronic tablet
The Audio History Project
Radio Diaries
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $200,000  
Match; $150,000
Production of a series of 12 historical documentaries ranging in length from 13 to 23 minutes to be broadcast on NPR's "All Things Considered" and a companion website.
The Greatest Jubilee: American Music and the 1893 Chicago World's Fair
API Arts and Outreach, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $550,000  

Production of a documentary film on the development of American music over the course of the 19th century that focuses on music performed at the 1893 Columbian Exposition.
The Pilgrims
City Lore: NY Center for Urban Folk Culture
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $704,000  

Production of a two-hour film and companion website exploring the political, economic, religious, and historical forces that led to the formation and migration of the Pilgrims and the first decade of their colony in New England.
August Wilson: The Ground On Which I Stand
WQED
Pittsburgh, PA
Award: Outright; $704,000  

Production of a 90-minute television documentary about the life and work of playwright August Wilson (1945–2005).
Fiscal Year 2013
Development Grants

Mad as Hell!: Howard Jarvis and the Birth of the Tax Revolt
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a 60-minute documentary film examining the 1978 campaign for Proposition 13 in California led by Howard Jarvis and its subsequent ramifications nationally on tax policy.
Seeking Refuge
Independent Filmworks, Inc.
Redwood City, CA
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of an 87-minute documentary presenting the stories of four torture victims as they work towards healing and recovery.
Free For All: Inside the Public Library
Video Veracity, Inc
New Orleans, LA
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a 90-minute documentary and related Web programs on the history and current state of public libraries.
A Long Way From Home: The Untold Story of Baseball’s Desegregation
Center for Independent Documentary
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a two-hour documentary film on the history of pioneering African American baseball players who followed Jackie Robinson and integrated both minor and major league baseball.
Birth of a Movement
Center for Independent Documentary
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a 60-minute documentary film on Boston civil rights activist William Monroe Trotter’s effort to launch a national boycott of the 1915 film, “Birth of a Nation.”
First Family of the Air: Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt on the Radio
Minnesota Public Radio
St. Paul, MN
Award: Outright; $11,134  
Match; $22,566
Development of a one-hour radio program and a companion website exploring Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt’s extensive use of radio to communicate to the American public in the 1930s and 1940s.
Fighting on Two Fronts: Jewish American Soldiers in World War II
City Lore: NY Center for Urban Folk Culture
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $40,000
The development of a 90-minute documentary film that tells the story of the 500,000 Jewish American men and women who fought in World War II.
Mr. SOUL! Ellis Haizlip and the Birth of Black Power TV
Women Make Movies, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a 90-minute television documentary, an interactive website, a book, and secondary and post-secondary curriculum about the first national television showcase of black culture and its creator, Ellis Haizlip.
Les Voyageurs Sans Trace: A Frontier River Adventure in the Pre-War West
Northwest Documentary Arts & Media
Portland, OR
Award: Outright; $40,000
Development of a film about three French explorers who kayaked 900 miles from Green River, Wyoming, to Lee’s Ferry, Arizona, documenting the American West in 1938.
Production Grants

American Reds: The Failed Revolution
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a two-hour documentary film about the rise and fall of the Communist Party in America.
Bridging the Divide: Tom Bradley and the Politics of Race
OUR L.A.
Los Angeles, CA
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a 90-minute documentary film exploring the life and career of Los Angeles mayor Tom Bradley (1917–1998), first African American mayor of Los Angeles who was elected in 1973 and served until 1993.
The Medieval Spain Project
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $225,000
Finishing funds for the production of a two-hour film exploring the complicated history of medieval Spain.
Rising Voices/Hóthaninpi
Language Conservancy
Bloomington, IN
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a 60-minute documentary, an interactive website, and an open source online discussion platform for use by scholars and the general public exploring the cultural significance of the Lakota language and efforts to save it.
American Routes: Routes to a Creative Future-Cultural Sustainability and the Usable Past
Tulane University
New Orleans, LA
Award: Outright; $146,000
Production of six two-hour radio documentaries and four one-hour programs exploring American musical culture to be featured on the “American Routes” radio series.
American Experience: Murder of a President
WGBH Educational Foundation
Boston, MA
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a two-hour documentary film that uses the short-lived presidency of James A. Garfield as a lens to explore numerous political, social, cultural, and scientific issues related to the United States at the time.
Containment: A Film about the Nuclear Landscape Now and for the Next 10,000 Years
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA
Award: Outright; $150,000
Final production of a 90-minute feature documentary film analyzing the cultural and political meanings of the problem of nuclear waste.
The Sound of Silk
Silk Road Project, Inc.
Boston, MA
Award: Outright; $400,000  
Match; $100,000
Production of a documentary about the Silk Road Ensemble, a collective of virtuoso musicians from more than 20 countries in Asia, Europe, and the Americas.
Afropop Worldwide’s Hip Deep series 

World Music Productions
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $180,000
Production of ten new radio episodes, substantive updates of five existing Afropop Worldwide “Hip Deep” programs exploring contemporary African music, education materials, and an outreach and evaluation campaign.
Chinese Exclusion
City Lore: NY Center for Urban Folk Culture
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a two-hour documentary film examining the decades-long struggles and triumphs of Chinese immigrants in America in the period leading up to and following the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act.
Shakespeare Uncovered
WNET
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of six one-hour documentaries and a website on the plays of William Shakespeare.
Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle
City Lore: NY Center for Urban Folk Culture
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $125,000
Post-production of “Great Power, Great Responsibility (1955–1987),” the second of three, one-hour episodes of “Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle,” a documentary series that examines comic books as a shifting reflection of American culture and society.
The Power to Heal
Fractured Atlas Productions, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $350,000
Production of a 90-minute documentary film exploring the civil rights movement from the perspective of health care professionals, grassroots organizers, and policy makers who worked to integrate healthcare in the United States.
Popular Romance Project Website
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA
Award: Outright; $250,000
Production of an interactive, multifaceted website that would serve as an anchor for the “Popular Romance Project,” a multimedia project on the writing, production, and consumption of popular romance literature.
Fiscal Year 2014
Development Grants
Rosalynn Carter: Political Partner
GWETA, Inc.
Washington, DC
Award: Outright; $60,000
Development of a one-hour television documentary on the life and impact of former first lady Rosalynn Carter as part of MacNeil/Lehrer Productions' "Modern First Ladies" series.
The Asian Americans
GWETA, Inc.
Washington, DC
Award: Outright; $75,000
Development of a four-hour documentary film series about Asian Americans in the United States from the mid-19th century to the present.
Contested: Sports and Society
Center for Documentary Studies
Durham, NC
Award: Outright; $55,000
Development of a multipart radio series exploring the social and cultural dynamics of athletics in America.
The 9to5 Project
Community Media Productions
Yellow Springs, OH
Award: Outright; $55,000
Development of a 60-minute documentary on the movement to organize women office workers during the 1970s and 1980s.
Production Grants

American Routes: From a Useable Past to an Authentic Future
Tulane University
New Orleans, LA
Award: Outright; $269,675
The production of 20 hours of radio programming addressing the role of music in shaping cultural memory and defining new cultural traditions.
American Experience: Into the Amazon: The Roosevelt-Rondon Scientific Expedition
WGBH Educational Foundation
Boston, MA
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a two-hour documentary film about a 1913 expedition to explore an unmapped tributary of the Amazon, led by Theodore Roosevelt and Brazilian colonel Candido Rondon.
Birth of a Movement: Hollywood's First Blockbuster and the Battle for Civil Rights
Center for Independent Documentary
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $372,076
Production of a documentary film about the reception of "Birth of a Nation" (1915), D.W. Griffith's landmark film and the movement to protest the film's portrayal of African Americans.
Lorraine Hansberry Documentary Project
Filmmakers Collaborative, Inc.
Waltham, MA
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a two-hour documentary film and a website probing the life and art of playwright Lorraine Hansberry (1930–1965).
The Mystery of Edgar Allan Poe
Center for Independent Documentary
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $500,000
Production of a 90-minute documentary film and an educational website exploring the life and work of the 19th-century American writer Edgar Allan Poe.
Walt Disney
Filmmakers Collaborative, Inc.
Waltham, MA
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a two-hour film on the life and work of Walt Disney that focuses on his innovations as an entertainment entrepreneur and his relationship to crucial 20th-century events.
The World in Words on PRI's The World
Public Radio International
Minneapolis, MN
Award: Outright; $119,333
Production of 20 radio episodes, lengthier podcasts, and an interactive website on the role of language in different cultures.
Adios Amor: The Search for Maria Moreno
Women Make Movies, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $301,625
Production of a 60-minute documentary film and an interactive website exploring the role of Maria Moreno in the 20th-century U.S. migrant labor movement.
Fighting on Two Fronts: Jewish American Soldiers in World War II
City Lore: NY Center for Urban Folk Culture
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a documentary film about the experiences of Jewish American soldiers who served during World War II.
Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Firelight Media, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a two-hour film exploring the history and legacy of historically black colleges and universities.
BackStory with the American History Guys: Finding the American Way (series)
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA
Award: Outright; $176,151
Production of 22 new one-hour radio programs and podcasts along with educational components for teachers on a series of three historical themes over a two-year period.
Fiscal Year 2015
Development Grants
Lives in Vengeance: The True Story of the Searchers
International Documentary Association
Los Angeles, CA
Award: Outright; $60,000
Development of a 90-minute documentary about the making of the classic 1956 film, The Searchers, and the historical events that inspired it.
Unspeakable: The Life of Junius Wilson
Interfaze Educational Productions, Inc.
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $60,000  

Development of a 60-minute documentary exploring 20th-century Deaf culture, racism, and mental healthcare through the lens of Junius Wilson (1908–2001), an African American who was deaf in the Jim Crow South, and who, although neither deemed insane nor convicted of a crime, spent 76 years committed to the North Carolina State Hospital for the Criminally Insane.

Joseph Pulitzer: A Voice of the People
New York Foundation for the Arts, Inc.
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $60,000  

The development of a 90-minute television documentary that examines the career of publisher Joseph Pulitzer and the emergence of modern mass media in late 19th- and early 20th-century America.
Production Grants

Hidden Kitchens World: Stories of Kimchi Diplomacy, Conflict Kitchens & Change
Kitchen Sisters Productions
San Francisco, CA
Award: Outright; $75,000  

Production of four short segments on NPR’s “Morning Edition,” one hour-long episode, podcasts, and enhanced online features that explore food as a means of cross-cultural understanding.
A Long Way from Home: The Untold Story of Baseball's Desegregation
Center for Independent Documentary, Inc.
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $500,000  

Production of a 90-minute documentary film exploring the long journey towards baseball’s full integration following Jackie Robinson’s breaking the color barrier in major league baseball.

The Mine Wars
Filmmakers Collaborative, Inc.
Melrose, MA
Award: Outright; $500,000  

Production of a two-hour documentary on labor unrest in the early West Virginia coalmining industry.
I've Gotta Be Me: The Many Lives of Sammy Davis, Jr.
WNET
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000  
The production of a documentary film and website chronicling the life of entertainer Sammy Davis Jr.

The Jazz Ambassadors
WNET
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $500,000  

Production of a 90-minute documentary film and website on the influence of the Voice of America’s “Music USA Jazz” radio program and the State Department’s jazz tours during the Cold War.

The Vietnam War
GWETA, Inc.
Arlington, VA
Award: Outright; $1,000,000  

Production of a ten-part, 18-hour television series exploring the Vietnam War from a range of U.S. and Vietnamese perspectives.

Afropop Worldwide/Hip Deep
World Music Productions
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $150,000  

Production of ten hour-long “Hip Deep” episodes on the Afropop Worldwide radio program, fifteen complementary podcasts, educational material, and website enhancements.

Hank Jones: Last Man Playing
New York Foundation for the Arts
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $389,900
Production of a film chronicling the social and cultural impact of jazz composer Hank Jones.
MR. SOUL! Ellis Haizlip and the Birth of Black Power TV
Women Make Movies, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $550,000
Production of a 90-minute television documentary and an interactive website about the first national television show on black culture, SOUL! (1968–1973) and a biography of its producer and host Ellis Haizlip.
The World in Words (TWIW) on PRI's The World
Public Radio International, Inc. (PRI)
Minneapolis, MN
Award: Outright; $148,169
Production of 27 short radio segments and 27 related podcasts on the relationship between language and topics that include politics, democracy, cultural preservation, and society.
Stalin
Twin Cities Public Television, Inc.
St. Paul, MN
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a two-hour documentary exploring the complex life and legacy of Joseph Stalin.
Worlds of Ursula K. Le Guin
Center for Independent Documentary, Inc.
Sharon, MA
Award: Outright; $600,000
Production of a 60-minute documentary film and website on Ursula K. Le Guin, a writer whose work transformed science fiction and American literature.
Fiscal Year 2016
Development Grants

Rebels, Wackos, and Bums...The Student Revolt of the Nineteen Sixties
International Documentary Association
Los Angeles, CA
Award: Outright; $50,000  

Development of a feature-length documentary about the student movement of the 1960s.
Modernism Inc.
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $60,000  
Development of a one-hour documentary film that examines the life and work of architect and industrial designer Eliot Noyes.
Soldiers for Peace
Minnesota Public Radio
St. Paul, MN
Award: Outright; $32,000  
Match; $43,000
Development of a one-hour radio documentary, a website, and public programs exploring the antiwar movement among Vietnam War soldiers and veterans during the late 1960s and early 1970s.
The Bones Speak
New York Foundation for the Arts, Inc.
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $40,000  

Development of a 55-minute documentary about the role of New York City’s Spring Street Church in the abolitionist movement and about the lives of its congregants.
I, Too, Sing America: Langston Hughes Unfurled
Lawrence Arts Center
Lawrence, KS
Award: Outright; $50,000  

Development of a two-part, 100-minute documentary about Langston Hughes’s life 
and art.
The Price of Survival: A Documentary Film About Pauli Murray
Documentary Educational Resources, Inc.
Watertown, MA
Award: Outright; $60,000  
Development of a one-hour documentary film script on the life, work, and historical impact of civil rights activist Pauli Murray.
A History of Rural Appalachian Culture
Southern Documentary Fund
Durham, NC
Award: Outright; $50,000  

Development of a feature-length documentary film focusing on media portrayals of American mountain and rural populations over the past one hundred years.
Black Diplomacy
Women in Film & Video, Inc.
Washington, DC
Award: Outright; $60,000  
Development of a one-hour documentary about the contributions of African American diplomats during the Cold War. 
Production Grants

Mad as Hell!
Catticus Corporation
Berkeley, CA
Award: Outright; $400,000  

Production of an 84-minute documentary about Howard Jarvis (1903–86) and the campaign to pass California’s Proposition 13.
The Asian Americans
Center for Asian American Media (CAAM)
San Francisco, CA
Award: Outright; $400,000  

Production of a six-hour television series exploring Asian American history from the late 19th century through the present.
The Harvest
Georgia Humanities Council
Atlanta, GA
Award: Outright; $300,000  

Production of a 60-minute documentary and related public programming examining race and school desegregation in Leland, Mississippi, from the early 1960s to the present.
Flannery O'Connor: Mystery & Manners
Media Process Educational Films
Chicago, IL
Award: Outright; $50,000  
Match; $100,000
Completion of a 90-minute documentary and digital archive on the life and work of writer Flannery O’Connor.
Free For All: Inside the Public Library, Documentary Film and New Media Project
Video Veracity, Inc
New Orleans, LA
Award: Outright; $500,000  
Production of a 90-minute television documentary and digital engagement project on the history of the public library in the United States.
LBJ's War: An Oral History
Public Radio International, Inc. (PRI)
Minneapolis, MN
Award: Outright; $150,000  
Production of six podcasts and scripting of a one-hour radio program exploring presidential decision-making during the Vietnam War.
Joseph Pulitzer: Voice of the People
New York Foundation for the Arts
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $400,000  

The production of a 90-minute film exploring the life of Joseph Pulitzer (1847–1911) and the emergence of mass media in late 19th- and early 20th-century America.
Afropop Worldwide's Hip Deep
World Music Productions
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $175,000  
Production of radio programming exploring contemporary music cultures of Africa and the African diaspora, including nine new episodes focusing on Nigeria and the Caribbean, substantive updates of six existing programs, and twelve podcasts.
Shakespeare Uncovered: Series Three
WNET
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $400,000  

Production of the third season of Shakespeare Uncovered, a six-part PBS/BBC documentary television series focusing on the plays of William Shakespeare.
Tribal Justice
Morris and Ruth B. Cowan Foundation
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $100,000  
Production of a one-hour television documentary that examines the use of restorative justice in Native American communities as an alternative to incarceration.
Bob Hope: America's Entertainer
WNET
New York, NY
Award: Outright; $400,000  

Production of a 90-minute documentary and related digital components on Bob Hope (1903–2003) and the history of 20th-century popular entertainment.
The History of Now
Radio Diaries
Brooklyn, NY
Award: Outright; $250,000  
Match; $50,000
Production of a series of 20 radio documentaries to be distributed as public radio broadcasts and online podcasts examining significant events in 20th-century United States history.
The 9 to 5 Project
Community Media Productions
Yellow Springs, OH
Award: Outright; $300,000  
Match; $50,000
Production of a 60-minute documentary that examines the history of the 9 to 5 movement, an organization of women office workers that began in 1973.
The 38th Parallel
GWETA, Inc.
Arlington, VA
Award: Outright; $550,000  
Production of a two-part, four-hour television series about the Korean War that places the international conflict in historical context and considers its geopolitical and military legacies.

