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ANDEAN COSMOPOLITANS: INDIGENOUS JOURNEYS TO THE HABSBURG ROYAL COURT 
José Carlos de la Puente 

 
In 1937, fourteen delegates of the peasant community of Huasicancha carried their demands for 

full citizenship across the central Andes to the capital city of Lima, Peru. Addressing the president in 
writing, the comuneros denounced neighboring landowners for encroaching on communal lands and local 
authorities for unjustly imprisoning the community’s elected representatives. They reminded the 
president of their rights as “citizens of a free and democratic republic” and “members of an officially 
recognized indigenous community.” Their own “republic “was in fact older than the Peruvian Republic, 
they argued, holding land deeds going back to 1607, when they were still labeled “Indians.”. What is 
more, the community had honored its dues and contributions to the state since “time immemorial,” thus 
upholding the fundamental ideals of the old monarchical and republican “compacts.” A photograph of the 
delegates was taken at Lima’s train station to assure the president that they had made the long journey. 
This was neither their first trip nor their last venture into the center of state power. 

The comuneros of Huasicancha were tapping into a deep current of native Andean politics. They 
modeled themselves on a profound tradition of local polities seeking redress, favor, and self-government 
in an increasingly centralized political system.  

 
 
 

 
I am applying for a full-time award of twelve months to rewrite my dissertation into a book. 
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Methods and Work Plan / This grant will allow me to take time away from teaching during the 2015 
academic year. The project started as a dissertation, but it is undergoing significant revisions, including 
the reworking of the original first chapter into two new chapters and the publication of one section of 
Chapter 3 as a separate article. While the archival research for Chapters 5-6 is mostly complete, Chapter 
2-4 still require further research and rethinking, especially Chapter 3. After the dissertation was 
defended, a handful of monographs on indigenous literacy and legal activism were published, modifying 
the historiographical debate and hinting at new sources (two books by well-established scholars on 
related topics are expected to appear this year). I have been gathering and processing this new influx of 
information while keeping an active publication agenda and fulfilling my teaching responsibilities. 

I plan on spending the summer and fall of 2014 completing archival research, updating my 
readings on colonial Latin American and Atlantic History, and making the last revisions to Chapter 1, 
which has been accepted for publication in an academic journal under the title “That which Belongs to 
All: Khipus, Community, and Indigenous Legal Activism in the Early Colonial Andes.” Nonetheless, the 
tentative publication date for this article in The Americas (January 2015) is contingent upon sending the 
revised version before June of this year. I am also awaiting the second round of reader reports for a related 
piece on indigenous literacy and municipal councils, to be published in Spanish by the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (2015), granted a revised version is submitted by the end of the year.  

For this summer, I have been awarded a Research Enhancement Grant and departmental funds 
for a three-week research trip to Cuzco, Peru (July), and for obtaining digital reproductions of key 
sources from Peru’s National Archives, both needed to rewrite Chapters 2-4. For Chapter 3, particularly, 
I need further evidence to support my claim that,  

. 
 With NEH support and course release from my institution starting in 2015, I will spend my leave 
incorporating this final round of research and rewriting full time in Austin. The suggested work plan 
consists of three main phases. For Chapters 2-4, I estimate two months of work per chapter, including 
the integration of materials gathered in Cuzco this July. For Chapters 5-6, I estimate one month of work 
per chapter. The remaining four months will be spent strengthening the Introduction and Conclusion 
sections in light of the new scholarship and of my colleagues’ suggestions (see résumé for conference and 
seminar presentations of my work) as well as completing an overall revision of the manuscript for 
publication. I anticipate that, at the conclusion of my Faculty Award research year, the manuscript will 
be ready for consideration by a university press. 
 
Competencies, Skills, and Access / I am a native speaker of Spanish and a scholar with several years of 
experience working with sixteenth- and seventeenth-century documents. I have also conducted research 
in Cuzco’s Regional Archive before. I published my first monograph in 2007 and I am the coeditor of a 
recent volume on the use of knotted-strings or khipu during the colonial period. I have the skills and 
training necessary to finish this project successfully within the given timeframe.  
 
Final Product and Dissemination / Andean Cosmopolitans is a scholarly monograph intended primarily for 
specialists in the fields of colonial Latin America and Andean and Mesoamerican Ethnohistory. It should 
be of interest to researchers of the Early Modern Atlantic world, the Spanish Atlantic, and students of 
colonialism and the exchange of peoples and ideas in transnational settings. Some of its chapters should 
also appeal to scholars of migration, Indian-State relations, and indigenous literacy and legal activism in 
contemporary Latin America. The book should also be accessible to graduate students in history, 
anthropology, and Latin American Studies. Three different university presses have expressed interest 
after reading Chapter 1. One has even extended an offer for a pre-contract. Interest in my work is also 
reflected in that, as stated, one section of Chapter 3 of the original dissertation will be published as a 
stand-alone article in the peer-reviewed journal Colonial Latin American Review this spring. 
 
Statement of eligibility / Texas State University is a Hispanic-Serving Institution, as determined by the 
Department of Education and the data on file with the National Center for Education Statistics. 
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JOSÉ CARLOS DE LA PUENTE 
Assistant Professor of History 

601 University Drive, San Marcos, TX 78666 | (512) 245-2240 | jd65@txstate.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX. Ph.D. in History 

“Into the Heart of the Empire. Indian Journeys to the Habsburg Royal Court”   2010  
 Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX, M.A. in History 

“What’s in a Name: An Indian Trickster Travels the Spanish Colonial World”   2006 
 Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Lima, Peru. B.A. in History 

“Elite andina colonial y hechicería en el Valle del Mantaro”     2004 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 Texas State University, San Marcos, TX. Assistant Professor             2010 to present 
 Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX. Adjunct Instructor                2008-2010 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 Pan American Health Organization. Research Assistant      2003 
 Histórica journal (Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú). Editorial Assistant             2000-2002 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
Books 
 Edited with Marco Curatola Petrocchi, El quipu colonial: estudios y materiales. Lima: Pontificia Universidad 

Católica del Perú, 2013. 
 Los curacas hechiceros de Jauja. Batallas mágicas y legales en el Perú colonial. Lima: Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 

2007 [1st. reprint: 2013]. 
Chapters in Books 
 “En lengua de indios y en lengua española”: escribanos indígenas, cabildos de naturales y escritura alfabética en el 

Perú colonial”. Chapter submitted for the book Desafíos metodológicos para la historia de los pueblos indígenas, edited by 
M. del C. León Cazares and A.L. Izquierdo, to be published by the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
[under review]. 

 “El cronista, el capitán y el ermitaño, o cuándo nació el autor de la Nueva crónica y buen gobierno.” Chapter submitted 
for the book En la encrucijada de los pensamientos europeo y andino: la crónica de Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala, edited by J.P. 
Husson, to be published by the Universidad Católica del Perú [under review]. 

 Co-authored with Marco Curatola Petrocchi, “Estudios y materiales sobre el uso de los quipus en el mundo andino 
colonial.” In El quipu colonial: estudios y materiales. Eds. Marco Curatola Petrocchi and José Carlos de la Puente Luna. 
Lima: Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 2013, 9-30. 

 Co-authored with Marco Curatola Petrocchi, “Contar concertando: quipus, piedritas y escritura en los Andes 
coloniales.” In El quipu colonial: estudios y materiales. Eds. Marco Curatola Petrocchi and José Carlos de la Puente Luna. 
Lima: Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 2013, 193-243. 

 “Curacas ‘amigos de cristianos’ y ‘traidores’ a sus indios: a propósito de la alianza hispano-huanca.” In Pueblos del 
Hatun Mayu. Historia, Arqueología y Antropología en el valle del Mantaro. Eds. José Luis Álvarez Ramos, Carlos H. Hurtado 
Ames and Manuel F. Perales Munguía. Lima: Consejo Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación Tecnológica, 
2011, 87-110. 

 “Huarivilca y Urochombe: historia colonial de un oráculo andino.” Adivinación y oráculos en el mundo andino antiguo. 
Eds. Mariusz Ziolkowski and Marco Curatola Petrocchi. Lima: Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú & 
Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos, 2008, 293-310. 

Journal Articles 
 “That Which Belongs to All: Khipus, Indigenous Legal Activism and Communal Patrimony in the Colonial Andes.” 

The Americas [accepted for publication; tentative publication date: January 2015]. 
 “The Many Tongues of the King: Indigenous Language Interpreters and the Making of the Spanish Empire.” Colonial 

Latin American Review 23.2 (2014) [accepted for publication]. 
 “A costa de Su Majestad: indios y dilemas indianos en la corte de los Habsburgo.” Allpanchis 39.72 (2008 [2012]): 11-

60. 
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 “Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala, administrador de bienes de comunidad.” Revista Andina 47 (2008 [2009]): 9-51. 
 “Cuando el ‘punto de vista nativo’ no es el punto de vista de los nativos: Felipe Guaman Poma y el problema de la 

apropiación de tierras en el Perú colonial.” Boletín del Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos 37.1 (2008): 123-49. 
 Co-authored with Víctor Solier. “La huella del intérprete: Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala y la primera composición 

general de tierras en el virreinato del Perú.” Histórica 30.2 (2006): 7-39. 
 Co-authored with Mónica Medelius. “Curacas, bienes y quipus en un documento toledano (Jauja, 1570).” Histórica 

28.2 (2004): 35-82. 
 Co-authored with Marcos Cueto. “Vida de leprosa: testimonio de una mujer viviendo con la enfermedad de Hansen 

en la Amazonía peruana, 1947.” História Ciências Saúde Manguinhos 10.1 (2003): 337-60. 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 “At His Majesty’s Expense: Indians and Imperial Dilemmas at the Habsburg Royal Court.” 128th Annual Meeting of the 

American Historical Association. Washington, D.C., January 2–5, 2014 
 “That Which Belongs to All: Indigenous Legal Activism and Communal Patrimony in the Colonial Andes.” 59th Annual 

Meeting of the American Society for Ethnohistory. New Orleans, September 11-14, 2013. 
 “Litigation as Sapci: Communal Infrastructures of Justice in the Colonial Andes.” The Rocky Mountain Council for Latin 

American Studies. Santa Fe, April 3-6, 2013. 
 “The Expanding Web: Native Litigants and Petitioners in the Spanish Atlantic World.” TePaske Seminar in Colonial Latin 

American History. Duke Univ. and the Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Durham, March 22-23, 2013. 
 “Yo me quiero volver a mi natural: Indians and Indianness across the Spanish Atlantic.” Southwest Council of LatinAmerican 

Studies. Miami, 2012. 
 “El cronista y el ermitaño: hacia una nueva cronología de la vida del autor de la Nueva corónica y buen gobierno.” 

Guaman Poma de Ayala et sa Chronique, Université de Poitiers, Centre de Recherches Latino-américaines. Paris, 2010. 
 Presented with Marco Curatola Petrocchi, “Contando en los Andes: quipus, piedras y granos de maíz.” Los sistemas 

de información inca. Quipu y Tocapu, Museo Nacional de Arqueología, Antropología e Historia. Lima, 2009. 
 “Inca in Peru, Indian in Spain: Indian Travelers to the Spanish Court, 1532–1700.” 123rd Meeting of the American 

Historical Association. New York, 2009. 
 “Piedras, nudos y maíz: los quipus coloniales de la provincia de Lucanas.” VII International Congress of Ethnohistory. 

Lima, 2008. 
 “What’s in a Name? An Indian Trickster Travels the Spanish Colonial World.” 122nd Annual Meeting of the American 

Historical Association. Washington D.C., 2008. 
 “Guaman Poma de Ayala and the appropriation of land in 16th-century Peru.” 52 International Congress of Americanists. 

Seville, 2006. 
 “Genealogía y poder en el valle de Jauja: el curacazgo de Ananguanca, s. XVI.” IV National Congress of Anthropological 

Research. Lima, 2005. 
 “Huarivilca y Urochombe: historia colonial de un santuario andino (s. XVI-XVII).” 51 International Congress of 

Americanists. Santiago de Chile, 2003. 
 

GRANTS, HONORS, AND AWARDS 
Runner-Up for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Scholarship 2013 
Dean’s Award, Excellence in Scholarly/Creative Activities, Texas State University 2012 
Research Enhancement Grant, Texas State University  2011, 2014 
Research Grant, International Seminar on the History of the Atlantic World, Harvard U. 2009 
R. & W. D. Cannon Scholarship, Texas Christian University 2009 
Travel Grant, 52 International Congress of Americanists 2006 
Boller-Worcester Travel Grant. Texas Christian University 2006, 2008-2010 
Research Fellowship, Escuela de Estudios Hispanoamericanos (Seville) 2006 
Graduate Research Paper Award. Texas Christian University 2006 
Travel & Research Grant Award, Texas Christian University 2006, 2008 
Graduate Student Travel Grant Award, Texas Christian University 2005-2006, 2008 
Research Fellowship, Universidad Pablo de Olavide (Seville) 2002, 2004, 2008 
Annual Research Award for best B.A. Thesis, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú 2004 
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May 14, 2014 

 

NEH Awards 

Dear Members of the Selection Committee 

 

I am writing on behalf of Jose Carlos de la Puente who is applying for an NEH 

award. Jose Carlos is an Assistant Professor at Texas State University‐San Marcos 

where he teaches colonial Latin American history. He is an accomplished young 

historian whose dissertation is ground breaking.  He is applying for an award to 

have time to turn his dissertation into a book. 

 

Jose Carlos specializes on the colonial history of the indigenous peoples of Peru. 
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Jose Carlos’s dissertation and publications recast the parochial “Indian”  into an 

astute cosmopolitan. It also presents indigenous elites as fully literate, capable of 

maintaining epistolary networks.  This approach to colonial indigenous history is 

groundbreaking and most revealing of age‐old historiographical biases that have 

rendered indigenous cosmopolitans invisible. 

 

I wholeheartedly support Jose Carlos application and urge the NEH to give his 

application full consideration.  

 

 

Cordially 
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