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I. Rationale. Maps are among the first classroom tools. The Newberry Library’s oldest 

maps are found in its manuscript copy of La Sfera, a geography text apparently composed for young 

scholars to incorporate maps, written by the Florentine, Gregorio Dati, around 1425. School atlases 

appeared in Europe during the 18th century. Today, a properly equipped American classroom may 

still surround students with globes, wall maps, and atlases; and maps are still sprinkled throughout 

social studies and history textbooks. However, these material maps (maps on paper and other media 

that are read or consumed as physical objects, that is, without digital mediation) are giving way to 

digital surrogates. Nevertheless, to paraphrase Mark Twain, rumors of the imminent death of the 

paper map, which have been circulating for decades, are exaggerated, as they have been for material 

books. Material maps are still commonplace features of the landscape, as any observant walk around 

the block in central Chicago, or visit to a bookstore or library, or for that matter, perusal of the 

travel section of Amazon.com, will confirm. Their utility in many fields of daily life, including 

journalism, marketing and promotion, education, travel and wayfinding, and book illustration, has 

been diminished but not eclipsed by digital counterparts. But there is no question that teaching 

cartographic literacy is complicated by the advent of the digital age. If—and this is a big “if”—

material maps are in fact fading into obsolescence, is there still a pedagogic role for historical map 

documents to be played in K-12 teaching of the humanities? Does the content of a map (whether 

“historic” or not) run only image deep, or can we learn something from its materiality, its physical 

presence, and the material aspects of historic use and meaning? Ironically, these questions, central to 

the proposed seminar, come at a time when the Internet has not only put the most up-to-date maps 

and cartography at our fingertips, but has also laid many thousands of free high resolution images of 

historic maps at the feet of teachers and students. 

In the summer of 2018, the Newberry Library’s Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the 

History of Cartography will invite sixteen schoolteachers from across the country to development 
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their cartographic literacy in the presence of the library’s extensive and renowned collection of 

historic maps. Co-directed by geographer and map curator James Akerman and philosopher and 

historian Peter Nekola, Reading Material Maps in the Digital Age, in many respects will resemble five 

previous NEH summer programs for schoolteachers the center organized between 2004 and 2011. 

The seminar will, as before, consider how map documents not only reproduced geographical facts 

and understandings, but also reflected and shaped the social, cultural, and epistemological conditions 

of their time and place. The seminar, as well, will be especially mindful of how map literacy, and 

more specifically, the reading and use of historic map documents in the classroom and in 

scholarship has been affected by the challenges and opportunities posed by the digital revolution. 

The GPS (Global Positioning Systems)-enabled maps that are regular features of smartphones, for 

example, possess the remarkable ability to follow our movements and locate us in reference to a 

standardized map database anywhere we might be. Yet, since the interface with the map database 

does this for users more or less automatically, the skills that past generations used to orient 

themselves in relation to what they see about them may be in the state of atrophy. Similarly, the 

reading of a digitalized historic map may be limited by the loss of its physical qualities and 

associations that the transformation of the map from an object to an image entails. The new 

associations made possible by digital tools and media—for example, the ability to digitally overlay 

and compare an old map with a contemporary one—may compensate for what is lost in translation 

from material to digital. In any event, the apparent benefits of the digital medium still may, and 

indeed should, involve the type of critical and associative literacy that engaged map reading has 

always demanded. Access to maps does not equate with cartographic literacy, and this was no less 

true in the age of print than in the digital age. In fact, the historical, multicultural, geographical, and 

environmental readings and perspectives that access to great material map archive engenders, are 

perhaps more relevant to promoting critical cartographic literacy now than they ever have been. 
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Reading maps usually relies on a few concepts and conventions that most of us absorb early 

in our education. The presumption is that our comprehension of the meaning of a simple set of 

signs and notions of scale and map orientation are sufficient for a lifetime of effective map use. Yet, 

as with written texts, the meaning of a map is conditioned by the context in which it was created and 

its subsequent use. Throughout their education children are taught to write and to read cumulatively 

and with increasing complexity. Sound secondary school pedagogy builds on elementary skills by 

stressing the critical reading of the ideas and points-of-view underlying fictional and historical texts 

and the elucidation of the social, cultural, and historical contexts that produced these works. In most 

curricula, however, maps are treated as mere illustrations of geographical facts, references, and 

locational tools. While reinforcement of basic map reading skills should occur at all grade levels, a 

true facility with maps, both as historical sources and as tools of everyday life, also requires the 

development of critical cartographic literacy. 

Until the advent of the Internet, the opportunities for students and teachers to use historic 

maps in classroom settings were severely limited. But while digitalization of map archives (that is, 

the creation of digital surrogates of material maps) has provided access to these historical documents 

on a scale scarcely imagined a generation ago, the most significant barrier to the effective use of 

historic maps in teaching remains the fact that teachers are often simply unaware of the relevance of 

historic maps to pedagogy. Over the past two decades, outreach programs at many research map 

collections have brought both teachers and students into more intimate contact with historic maps 

through workshops, exhibitions, map reproductions, and interpretive lesson plans. To extend the 

value of these programs, these institutions have invested heavily in the development and production 

of online map image resources designed to support K-12 education. Almost every major institutional 

map collection in the United States, including research, public, and university collections hosts or 

contributes to online archives of map images. Consortial sites such as Old Maps Online 
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(http://www.oldmapsonline.org/) and the intervention and support of philanthropic sources, such 

as the map collector and Internet innovator David Rumsey (http://www.davidrumsey.com/) have 

increased universal access to and raised the quality of map images. Through its NEH-supported 

Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms website (http://publications.newberry.org/k12maps/), the Newberry 

Library’s Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography emerged as an early leader in 

the effort to educate with historic map documents. Drs. Akerman and Nekola have also contributed 

to the Newberry Library's growing Digital Collections for the Classroom, and have given many 

single-day seminars for area teachers dedicated to reading topics in history through old maps. 

Working together, they produced Mapping Movement in American History and Culture, an extensively 

curated website incorporating nearly 600 map images and (to date) thirteen interpretive essays 

designed for general as well as scholarly use. Further growth and innovation in classroom use of 

map documents will depend and must depend not only on enhanced online access to historic maps, 

but also upon encouraging teachers to develop their own cartographic literacy and awareness 

through continued exposure to current map scholarship, and wherever possible original map 

documents. 

Reading Material Maps in the Digital Age will provide sixteen K-12 educators with the 

opportunity to develop critical map reading skills in the presence of a great archive of five centuries 

of material cartography. The four-week program of seminar sessions, workshops, field trips, and 

personal research elements designed to help them read and use map documents and digital resources 

effectively in their own research and teaching. Morning seminar sessions will promote discussion of 

selected readings on mapping and its history intended both to introduce participants to the historical 

diversity of mapping, to its topical range, and to strategies for reading and teaching with maps. The 

arc of these seminar sessions will begin with “On Mapping, History, and Culture,” an overview of 

the history of cartography, the impact of digital cartography on map use and scholarship, and the 
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importance of culture in reading maps. The second part, “Mapping, Shaping, and Reading the 

Landscape,” will turn to the ways that historic maps can enhance critical understanding of  

landscapes in their historical, social, and ecological complexities. The third part, “Mapping World 

Views and Histories,” explores the ways in which mapping reflects and shapes views of the world 

and our history in broad strokes, encompassing readings of world maps and globes, atlases, and 

historical atlases, and literary and artistic imaginations of the world. The fourth and concluding series 

of sessions, “Material and Digital Cartographies,” considers more directly the continuities and 

discontinuities of mapping in material and digital formats, drawing on case studies of travel, 

propaganda, and scientific mapping. 

In most instances these seminar discussions will be enriched by viewings of original maps 

and atlases from the Newberry’s collections. Extended workshops will ask participants to develop 

and share their own readings of selected objects, considering in particular how these and similar 

materials can be employed in the classroom. A special workshop in the final week of the seminar will 

gather individual reports to the group on a portion of the Newberry’s web resource, Mapping 

Movement in American History and Culture, which combines high resolution images of historic maps 

from the Newberry’s collections with scholarly essays. In their presentations, participants will reflect 

both on the potential uses of the website in the classroom and on the opportunities and limitations 

of the digital representation of the original, material maps. Of course, all maps, whether material or 

digital, are surrogates for environments and landscapes. Two daylong field trips and one mapping 

exercise conducted in a local park will take historic maps “outside,” building mapping skills and 

spatial thinking, while articulating how the landscape and historic maps can be read together to 

animate historical geography and natural history. Finally, each summer scholar will propose and 

conduct an individualized research project, giving them an opportunity to dig deeper into the 
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Newberry’s map collections and to produce readings and insights into a body of maps relevant to 

their own interests as scholars and teachers. 

II. Project Content and Implementation in Detail. Publicity for the seminar will be 

provided by the creation of a seminar website, emails, posting to newsletters, listservs, and social 

media. A paper and pdf brochure will be created for posting by targeted individuals and institutions. 

The seminar will be held at Chicago’s Newberry Library from July 9 – August 3, 2018. The 

participants will attend three-hour morning sessions three or four days per week. Assigned readings, 

1-2 chapters or articles per session, will set the context for each day’s discussion, but each session 

will also focus on the reading, interpretation, and discussion of maps selected from the Newberry’s 

collections. Online digital archives relevant to the topic will be integrated into these discussions. We 

will provide all required readings to participants at least two months in advance via an online 

community or website. Giving teachers an opportunity to read materials in advance has, in the past, 

assured a good start to the seminar and reduced the reading burden during the seminar. On many 

days, after a morning break, our readings of original Newberry cartographic resources will take the 

form of extended hands-on workshop sessions designed to facilitate application of the ideas 

discussed in the seminar sessions to classroom activities. 

Two field trips will be dedicated to the use of historic maps to interpret the landscape in the 

unique urban setting of greater Chicago. In the final week, an excursion to the park across the street 

from the library will engage groups of participants in surveying and mapping the park. One full day 

per week and most afternoons will be free for independent research, culminating in the presentation 

of the results of this research on the final two days of the seminar. See Appendices B and C for the 

preliminary syllabus and bibliography. 

Part 1: On Mapping, History, and Culture. The first week of the seminar is designed to 

provide participants with an introduction to the conduct and major themes of the seminar, to the 
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Newberry’s map collection, and to current themes in map scholarship and interpretation. We will 

begin with two sessions jointly led by the Drs. Akerman and Nekola that overview both the history 

of map printing and the significance of the advent of the digital age to map reading and scholarship. 

In Session 1 (“Paper Maps in the Digital Age”) Akerman and Nekola will lead a discussion of the 

place of paper maps in the digital age. Rather than assigning readings for this session, we will ask 

participants in advance to prepare to discuss their own observations and experiences of the 

differences and similarities of digital and paper maps. A special Monday afternoon workshop will 

introduce participants to the Newberry’s map collection and give them a chance to try their hand at 

map interpretation. Session 2 (“From Print to Digital”) will survey the history of the material map, 

focusing on the various techniques and methods of distribution. We will then discuss how map 

production and distribution has changed in the digital era. Our guiding readings will be Arthur 

Robinson’s brief overview of the history of map printing and Tom Geller’s assessment of the state 

of online mapping. After a break for the first full research day, our discussions will continue in 

Session 3, Dr. Akerman’s overview and discussion of past and current scholarly approaches to the 

history of cartography (“Traditions in the History of Cartography: Progress and Process”). Guided 

by readings from Robert W. Karrow, Jr. and Matthew Edney, and of library materials, he will lead a 

discussion of how many (but not all) map historians have shifted their emphasis of the historical 

progress of mapping as a science of the world to an approach emphasizing the processes of 

mapmaking, distribution, and use. The week will conclude with Dr. Nekola’s discussion in Session 4 

of multicultural and cross-cultural approaches to map history (“Mapping across Cultures”). The key 

reading for this session will be Barbara Belyea’s study of the varied of interpretations of Native maps 

in North America. A special workshop session devoted to group readings of Newberry maps from 

different cultural traditions will immediately follow this session. 



8 

 

Part 2: Mapping, Shaping, and Reading the Landscape. The second part of the seminar 

will focus on the various ways in which historic map documents animate the reading of landscape, 

past and present. On Monday, Dr. Nekola will lead the group on the first of two all-day field trips, 

titled “Seeing and Interpreting the South Shore of Lake Michigan.” The excursion will consider how 

environmental conditions, industrial development, residential development, deindustrialization, 

preservation, and ecological restoration efforts have interpreted this unique lakeshore through maps 

over the past two centuries, helping shape it in the process. Readings will include historical map 

reproductions and texts, as well as recent work by naturalist Joel Greenwald. Next, in Session 5, 

Nekola discusses the early twentieth-century work of geographer and cartographic innovator J. Paul 

Goode, considering how Goode’s assertion of the value of visual education to the liberal arts 

informs today’s curricular and pedagogic challenges and trends, including of course the rise of digital 

media. In Session 6, Nekola will introduce participants to maps drawn to aid the quickly-developing 

natural and social sciences since the mid-nineteenth century, employing recent essays by Susan 

Schulten to help establish historical context. Experimental and increasingly systematic, many of 

these maps worked to represent not locations but conditions, informing policy, economic 

development, and social reform. The week will conclude in Session 7 with Dr. Akerman’s review 

and discussion of the mapping of local conditions in rural and urban contexts, considering how the 

maps generated by commercial cartographers and local authorities reflect and reinforce embedded 

notions of landscape and society. His discussion will be guided by readings from the landmark 

cartographic history of Boston edited by Alex Krieger and Michael Conzen’s scholarship on 

American county landownership maps and atlases. On the following Monday, the second full-day 

field trip, led by Dr. Akerman, will explore west suburban DuPage County, utilizing maps to trace 

the transformation of this formerly rural county into an integrated part of a modern metropolis. 
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Part 3: Mapping World Views and Histories. The third series of seminar considers how 

mapping promotes and guides visualization of the world and its history. In Session 8 (“Look at the 

World: Globes, World Maps, Atlases”), Akerman focuses on the three major ways in which physical 

mapping envisions the entire earth. Some preliminary perspectives will be provided by Susan 

Schulten’s study of the master World War II era cartographer, Richard Edes Harrison, and 

Akerman’s own work on the atlas as a “map of maps.” An extended workshop session will 

encourage group interpretation of examples of globes, maps, and atlases selected from the 

Newberry’s collections. In Session 9, Nekola then discusses the interpretive and didactic possibilities 

of an often-overlooked cartographic genre, the historical atlas, considering in particular the political 

contexts of history instruction visible in its changing form. Once again the session will be followed 

by an extended workshop sessions featuring group work with the Newberry’s extensive collection of 

historical atlases. In Session 10 Akerman will leads discussion of how maps have been contributed 

to the literary and artistic imagination. The discussion will range widely over the historic relationship 

between art and map design, contemporary art’s fascination with cartography, and the deployment 

of maps in travel and fantasy literature. 

Part 4: Material and Digital Cartographies. We will begin the final week of the seminar 

with an extended workshop and discussion of the Newberry’s web resource, Mapping Movement in 

American History and Culture. We will ask each seminar participant to choose and read one of the 

interpretive essays in the resource. In the session itself, each participant will summarize the essay for 

the entire group, and choosing one or more of the high-resolution images associated with their 

essay, explain how they have used or might use the essay in their own research, or in a classroom 

setting. The participants will be able to show the original object from which the image was taken and 

will be asked to consider the advantages and disadvantages of working with the digital proxy. The 

final two seminar sessions speculate on two cartographic genres that invite comparisons across their 
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digital and print formats. In Session 12 (“Maps in Propaganda, Advertising, and Tourism”), 

Akerman will examine the use of persuasive cartography and its adaptation to digital distribution. 

The featured readings, articles by literary scholar Ricardo Padron and geographer John Pickles, 

consider the bases for these forms rooted in the imagination and the expression of power. In the 

final session (“Overlays”), Nekola considers the resonance and distinctions between mapping 

distributions of social and environmental phenomena and modern Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS), guided by readings by Zephyr Frank, Craig McClain, and the Environmental Systems 

Research Institute (ESRI). The final two days of the seminar will be devoted to presentations by the 

participating summer scholars of the progress and results of their research projects. 

Individual Research Projects. Summer programs at the Newberry offer visiting teachers 

superb opportunities to renew and develop scholarly interests and skills at a premier research library. 

Accordingly, each participant will be expected to pursue a research project during the seminar. The 

projects may be continuations of work already begun and need not be completed during the 

seminar. However, we will ask each participant to prepare a brief (2-3 pages) report, including a 

bibliography. Projects may contribute to the development of new courses, course materials, teaching 

websites, or lesson plans; or they may contribute more generally to the participant’s teaching 

through scholarly development or through the development of new materials and resources. Use of 

Newberry Library items in their research will be expected, but we will also encourage participants to 

use online resources. The creation of websites resulting from individual research projects will be 

welcomed where appropriate. 

Past individual research projects include a high school social studies teacher from rural 

Oregon using maps to study the history of water rights in the West. A special education teacher 

from an Austin, Texas middle school studied the history of the ill-fated Franklin Arctic expedition 

of 1845-48. A social studies teacher at a Beverly Hills high school was drawn to the emergence of 
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Iraq on maps because of the increasing number of students attending her school that are from 

Western Asia. A history teacher from Ohio researched a cartographic biography of one of his 

ancestors. An elementary school media specialist from a small town in central Florida did research 

that would form the basis of a resource tracking the history of Florida in maps. A fine arts teacher 

from Arlington, Texas developed an exercise for her students to create a pamphlet using maps to 

advertise a railroad. And, a public elementary school science teacher from Chicago developed a unit 

teaching the cultural and geological history of Chicago’s lakefront. 

In the opening days of the seminar we will hold individual and group counseling sessions 

with participants to help them “hit the ground running.” Participants will meet individually with 

Akerman and Nekola to discuss their projects and Newberry resources that will support their 

research. The co-directors will be available for regular office hours each afternoon thereafter. 

Participants will be encouraged to discuss progress on their projects with the entire group during the 

second week of the seminar, and each participant will present their work to the group in more 

formally during the final two days. 

III. Project Faculty and Staff. (For curriculum vitae see Appendix C.) Dr. James R. 

Akerman, Director of the Newberry Library’s Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of 

Cartography, will co-direct the seminar with Dr. Peter Nekola. Dr. Akerman is the author of many 

studies of the social and political aspects of mapping, transportation and travel cartography, and the 

history of atlases. He has edited five peer-reviewed collections of essays, the most recent of which, 

Decolonizing the Map (University of Chicago Press), will be published in spring, 2017. He has directed 

eleven summer seminars or institutes on a variety of map-centered topics for college faculty, 

graduate students, and schoolteachers between 1995 and 2015. He has curated or co-curated several 

exhibitions, most recently, Maps: Finding Our Place in the World (with Robert W. Karrow, Jr.), mounted 

at The Field Museum (Chicago) and the Walters Art Museum (Baltimore), in 2007-08. Since 1998 he 
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has led numerous workshops and seminars on mapping and the humanities for local schoolteachers 

at the Newberry. Since 2000 he has directed or co-directed three major digital humanities projects, 

all of them supported in part by the NEH: Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms, Make Big Plans: Daniel 

Burnham’s Vision of an American Metropolis, and Mapping Movement in American History and Culture. 

Dr. Peter Nekola served as Assistant Director of the Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the 

History of Cartography from 2012 through 2016, after a decade of teaching and curriculum building 

in New York City. At the Newberry he led numerous workshops and seminars for teachers and 

students on mapping and environmental, social, and economic history, as well as cross-cultural and 

comparative mapping traditions. He served as a guest faculty member for the 2014 NEH Summer 

Institute: Mapping Nature Across the Americas, and a staff resource for participants in several other 

Summer Institutes and Seminars since 2012. 

 Gerald A. Danzer (Professor Emeritus of History, University of Illinois at Chicago) will 

lead a field-based workshop in mapping. Dr. Danzer is an award-winning author of many history 

textbooks and teaching resources, and has published widely in American history. He has led several 

NEH summer institutes and seminars, including three seminars on cartographic literacy organized at 

the Newberry in collaboration with Dr. Akerman. 

The staff of the Newberry’s Map Room will provide general orientation to the Library’s map 

collections and daily reference assistance to the participants as needed. Patrick Morris is the 

Newberry’s map cataloguer and reference assistant. He is the author of several in-house map 

reference tools and has conducted many workshops in map reference techniques. Meghan 

McCloud, Program Assistant in the Smith Center, will provide administrative support for seminar, 

including preparation of publicity, management of the application and evaluation process, and day-

to-day management of logistics during the seminar. 



13 

 

IV. Participant Selection. Sixteen schoolteachers will be selected for participation in the 

program from a national pool of applicants. Though the traditional emphasis of classroom map use 

has been on teaching history, geography, and social studies, we will encourage language arts, art, and 

science teachers to apply as well. We will also strongly encourage the participation of teachers from 

all K-12 grade levels. Past NEH summer programs organized by the Smith center have been well 

represented by teachers from all grade levels, public and private schools, and a broad range of 

subjects and interests. The applications will be reviewed, following NEH procedures, by a 

committee of the program co-directors, Dr. Danzer, and Mr. Morris. Participant evaluations of the 

Smith Center’s 2016 summer institute for college faculty, “Mapping, Text, and Travel,” and its 2011 

seminar for schoolteachers, “Envisioning America in Maps and Art,” may be found in Appendix D. 

V. Professional Development for Participants. It is standard practice at the Newberry 

Library to enable all teachers who wish them to receive CPDU (Continuing Professional 

Development Units) credits for their work in the seminar. The CPDUs are administered and issued 

by the State of Illinois, but can be transferred to other states. Participants are not required to do any 

additional work to receive these credits; however, the state requires that they fill out an evaluation of 

the seminar to receive a certificate issued to them on the final afternoon session. 

VI. Institutional Context. The Newberry Library, open to the public without charge, is an 

independent research library founded in 1887 dedicated to the advancement and dissemination of 

knowledge, especially in the humanities. The Newberry acquires and preserves a broad array of 

special collections research materials relating to the civilizations of Europe and the Americas. It 

promotes and provides for their effective use, fostering research, teaching, publication, and life-long 

learning, as well as civic engagement. In service to its diverse community, the Newberry encourages 

intellectual pursuit in an atmosphere of free inquiry and sustains the highest standards of collection 

preservation, bibliographic access, and reader services. 
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There are few institutions in the world where researchers can find a wider range of historical 

cartography than at the Newberry. The Library’s internationally renowned collections of 500,000 

manuscript and printed maps, 1.5 million books, and 5 million manuscript pages are a rich historical, 

literary, and geographical resource. The Library’s map collection covers the entire period of modern 

cartographic history from the Renaissance to the twentieth century. These collections are supported 

by an unsurpassed reference collection in the history of cartography and an expert reference staff. 

These collections are used by an interdisciplinary community of scholars and teachers attracted to 

the Newberry from across the nation and around the world. (For a description of the Newberry’s 

geographical and map collections, see https://www.newberry.org/maps-travel-and-exploration.) 

The Newberry coordinates a variety of professional development programs for Chicago-area 

educators, including seminars focused on humanities topics. Led by college-level faculty, these 

seminars connect educators with the latest scholarship in the subject areas in which they offer 

participants the opportunity to renew their academic interests, deepen their content knowledge, and 

collaborate with fellow teachers in a collegial setting, inaugurated several programs reaching out to 

both local and national constituencies of K-12 teachers. The library continues to develop an 

extensive archive of online digital resources for teachers and students. Further information may be 

found at: https://www.newberry.org/professional-development-programs-teachers. 

For 45 years, the Newberry’s Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography 

has advanced knowledge of the history of cartography and promoted the use of the Newberry 

Library’s map collections by scholars, educators, and the general public. The Center has organized 

eleven NEH summer institutes or seminars for college and university faculty and four seminars for 

schoolteachers, and has consistently received highly favorable reviews of these programs from 

participants. The Center’s NEH-funded Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms 

(www.newberry.org/k12maps), won a 2005 Award for Excellence in Geography Media from the 
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National Council for Geography Education and was selected by a peer review process for posting 

on EdSitement, the NEH’s clearinghouse for online teaching resources and lesson plans. In 2015 

and 2016 the center launched two major web resources supported in part by the NEH, featuring 

high-resolution map images and interpretive essays: Make Big Plans: Daniel Burnham’s Vision of an 

American Metropolis and Mapping Movement in American History and Culture. Six major cartographic 

exhibitions mounted since 1996 have been the occasion for school visits and the creation of 

teaching tools. Workshops on historic map use for local schoolteachers offered by Smith Center 

staff have served more than 300 teachers since 1996.  

Facilities and Housing. The Newberry’s facilities are well suited to support summer 

research by a group of sixteen K-12 educators. Participants will be given special privileges during the 

seminar, including a research carrel, extended reading hours, and the ability to reserve items during 

their stay. The participants’ research and study will be facilitated by access to a full range of 

computing services. They will have wireless Internet access from their carrels, as well as 

workstations and printers elsewhere in the library. The Newberry allows the use of personal digital 

cameras to photograph library materials for research and teaching purposes. The Newberry has a 

contract for low-cost hotel accommodations through Club Quarters, an international chain with two 

hotels in downtown Chicago, approximately one mile south of the Newberry and readily accessible 

to the library. Participants may rent rooms at Club Quarters at the Newberry’s reduced monthly 

rates ($ /day for 30 days). Options include a range of single or double occupancy rooms, and 

many include cooking facilities. Many past NEH summer scholars have chosen furnished one-

bedroom apartments at Canterbury Court, just a few blocks from the library. The current negotiated 

Newberry rate is $  for four weeks. Participants are free as well to make their alternative 

housing arrangements. The Newberry has discount arrangements with several local hotels. The 

Newberry will provide a comprehensive list of nearby housing options to successful applicants. 

(b) (4)

(b) (4)
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Appendix A 
Developing Map Literacy in the Digital Age 

July 9 – August 3, 2018 
Preliminary Syllabus 

 
 
Part 1:  On Mapping, History, and Culture 
 
Monday, July 9 
Session 1 (9 - 12): Introduction to the seminar; Paper Maps in the Digital Age 
(Akerman/Nekola) 
2 - 4: Workshop: Reading Historic Maps 
Evening:  Welcome dinner 
 
Tuesday, July 10 
Session 2 (9 - 12): From Print to Digital (Akerman/Nekola) 
 Readings 

• Arthur Robinson, “Mapmaking and Map Printing: the Evolution of a Working 
Relationship” 

• Tom Geller, “Imaging the World: The State of Online Mapping” 
• Presentation and discussion of library materials 

 
Wednesday, July 11 
Research day 
9:30 – 12 and 1:30 – 5: Individual conferences (12) 
 
Thursday, July 12 
Session 3 (9 - 12): Traditions in the History of Cartography: Progress and Process (Akerman) 

Readings 
• Karrow, Introduction to Maps: Finding Our Place in the World 
• Edney, “Academic Cartography, Internal Map History, and the Critical Study 

of Mapping Processes” 
• presentation and discussion of library materials 

Afternoon: free research and reading time 
1-3: Individual conferences (4) 
 
Friday, July 13 
Session 4 (9-10:30): Mapping across Cultures (Nekola) 
 Readings 

• Barbara Belyea, "Inland Journeys, Native Maps" 
10:45 – 12: Workshop: Mapping Across Cultures 
Afternoon: Free research and reading time 
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Part 2: Mapping and Reading the Landscape 
 
Monday, July 16 
Field Trip I (9 – 3): Seeing and Interpreting the South Shore of Lake Michigan through 
Maps (Nekola) 

Reading 
• Joel Greenberg, "Lake Michigan's Rim: Beaches, Dunes, and Bluffs" 

 
Tuesday, July 17 
Session 5 (9-12): The Role of Maps in a Liberal Education (Nekola) 

Readings 
• J. Paul Goode, "What the War Should do for Our Methods in Geography" 

and "The Scope and Outlook of Visual Education" 
• Presentation and discussion of library materials 

Afternoon: free research and reading time 
 
Wednesday, July 18 
Breakfast and discussion of research topics 
Free research day 
 
Thursday, July 19 
Session 6 (9-12): Mapping Surface Conditions and Living Conditions (Nekola) 

Readings 
• Susan Schulten, "Disease, Expansion, and the Rise of Environmental 

Mapping" and "Slavery and the Origin of Statistical Cartography," from 
Mapping the Nation: History and Cartography in Nineteenth-Century America  

• Presentation and discussion of library materials 
Afternoon: free research and reading time 
 
Friday, July 20 
Session 7 (9-12): Locality and Vision: Mapping Places and Their Transformation (Akerman) 

Reading 
• Michael Conzen, “The County Landownership Map in America: Its 

Commercial Development and Social Transformation, 1814-1939” 
• Alex Krieger, et al., Boston in Maps, excerpts 
• Presentation and discussion of library materials 

Afternoon: free research and reading time  
 
Monday, July 23 
Field Trip II (9 – 3): Mapping the Transformation of a Suburban County (Akerman) 

Reading 
• Anne Durkin Keating, “Commuter Suburbs of the Railroad Age,” and 

“Regionalism through Neighbors and over Time,” from Chicagoland: City and 
Suburbs in the Railroad Age 
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Part 3: Reading World Views and Histories 
 
Tuesday, July 24 
Session 8 (9 – 10:15): Look at the World: Globes, World Maps, Atlases (Akerman) 

• Susan Schulten, "Richard Edes Harrison and the Challenge to American 
Cartography" 

• James Akerman, “From Books of Maps to Books as Maps: The Editor in the 
Atlas Idea” 

Workshop (10:30-12): Look at the World 
Afternoon: free research and reading time 
 
Wednesday, July 25 
Breakfast discussion of research topics 
Free research day 
 
Thursday, July 26 
Session 9 (9 – 10:15): Mapping History (Nekola) 

Reading 
• Jeremy Black, "Nationalism and Eurocentrism in Nineteenth-Century 

Historical Atlases," in Maps and History: Constructing Images of the Past 
Workshop (10:30-12): Mapping History 
Afternoon: free research and reading time 
 
Friday, July 27 
Session10 (9-12): Mapping in Art and Literature (Akerman) 

Readings 
• Jordana Dym, “’More Calculated to Mislead than Inform’: Travel Writers and 

the Mapping of Central America, 1821-1945” 
• Ruth Watson, “Mapping and Contemporary Art” 
• Selected library materials 

Afternoon: free research and reading time 
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Part 4: Material and Digital Cartographies 
 
Monday, July 30 
Session 11 (9-11:30) Workshop: Mapping Movement (Akerman and Nekola) 

Readings 
• Selections from Mapping Movement in American History and Culture 

Workshop (1-3): Mapping Washington Square Park (Danzer) 
 
Tuesday, July 31 
Session 12 (9-12): Maps, Propaganda, and Tourism (Akerman) 

Readings 
• John Pickles, “Maps and Propaganda” 
• Ricardo Padron, “Maps Imaginary Worlds” 
• Presentation and discussion of library materials 

Afternoon: free research and reading time  
 
Wednesday, August 1 
Session 13 (9-12): Overlays: Maps from Digital to Print and Back Again (Nekola) 
 Readings 

• Craig McClain, "How Presidential Elections are Impacted by a 100 Million 
Year Old Coastline" 

• Environmental Systems Research Institute, "How GIS Works" 
• Zephyr Frank, “Layers, Flows, Intersections: Historical GIS for 19th-century 

Rio de Janeiro” 
 
 
Thursday, August 2 
Presentations 
 
Friday, August 3 
Presentations 
Farewell Lunch 
Closing Session and Evaluation 
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2007. 
 
Co-organizer (with Richard Talbert), “Ancient  Perspectives: Maps and Their Place in Ancient 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome,” the Sixteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the 
History of Cartography, November 2007. 
 
Co-director (with Gerald Danzer), “Developing Cartographic Literacy with Historic Maps,” NEH 
summer seminar for schoolteachers, July-August 2007. 
 
Program committee and supporting host “Early American Cartographies,” annual conference of the 
Society of Early Americanists, March 2006. 
 
Local organizing committee, Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Chicago, 
March 2006. 
 
Organizer and Chair, “Reading Popular Cartography,” thematic paper sessions at the Association of 
American Geographers, Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Chicago, 
March 2006 
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Co-organizer (with Yolanda Theunissen), “Promoting the Use of Historic Maps in Schools,” a 
round-table discussion, Twenty-First International Conference on the History of Cartography, 
Budapest, Hungary, July 2005.  
 
Co-director (with Gerald Danzer), “Developing Cartographic Literacy with Historic Maps,” NEH 
summer seminar for schoolteachers, June-July 2005. 
 
Organizer, “The Imperial Map,” the Fifteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the History of 
Cartography, October 2004. 
 
Director, “Reading Popular Cartography,” an NEH summer institute for school teachers, July-
August 2004 
 
Project Director (Anne Knowles, convener and chair),“History and Geography: Assessing the Role 
of Geographical Information in Historical Scholarship,” a symposium supported in part by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, March 2004. 
 
Director, “Everyday Maps: Historical and Teaching Perspectives,” an NEH summer institute for 
school teachers, June-July 2003. 
 
Director, “Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms,” a National Education Project funded in part by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 2000-2003. 
 
Co-organizer and Co-Chair of three sessions on popular cartography, Annual Meeting, Association 
of American Geographers, Los Angeles, March 2002. 
 
Organizer and Chair, “A Taste for Maps: Commerce and Cartography in Early Modern Europe,” 
The Fourteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the History of Cartography, The Newberry 
Library, October 2001. 
 
Chair, Organizing Committee, Twentieth Annual Symposium, International Map Collectors’ Society, 
Chicago and Milwaukee, October 2001. 
 
Director, “Popular Cartography and Society,” an NEH summer institute for and college and 
university faculty, July-August 2001. 
 
Member, Local Organizing Committee, Annual Meeting, National Council for Geographic 
Education, 2000. 
 
Organizer and Chair, “Narratives and Maps: Historical Studies of Storytelling in Maps,” The 
Thirteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the History of Cartography, The Newberry Library, 
October 1999. 
 
Director, “Mapping Chicago’s History,” a workshop series funded by the Illinois Humanities 
Council, March and September, 1999. 
 
Director, “Maps and Nations,” a summer graduate seminar funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, June-August 1998 and June-August 1999. 
 
Director, "Historic Maps in K-12 Classrooms," an educational outreach program funded by the 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, 1999. 
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Organizer and Chair, Maps and Minds: A History of Cartography in Geography Education, a symposium 
sponsored by the Newberry Library and the North American Cartographic Information Society, 
Milwaukee, October 1998. 
 
Organizer and Chair, “Teaching Geography with Old Maps,” Annual Meeting, Association of 
American Geographers, Boston, March 1998. 
 
Director, "Putting Chicago's History on the Map," a series of workshops and lectures funded by the 
Illinois Humanities Council, 1998. 
 
Director, "Using Historic Maps in Geography Education," an educational outreach program funded 
by the Lloyd A. Fry Foundation, 1997-98. 
 
Organizer and Chair, "Maps on the Move: Cartography for Transportation and Travel," The Twelfth 
Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the History of Cartography, The Newberry Library, October 
1996. 
 
Director, "Cartography and History: Using Maps in Teaching the Humanities," National Endowment 
for the Humanities Summer Institute, 1996. 
 
Conference Coordinator, 15th International Conference on the History of Cartography, Chicago, 
June 1993. 
 
(with David T. Thackery) Selected to implement the Illinois County Atlas Preservation Project, 
administered by the Illinois Cooperative Collection Management Coordinating Committee, 1990-91. 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
Fellow, Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography, 1984 
University Fellow, Pennsylvania State University, 1981-82 
Phi Beta Kappa, Denison University, 1977 
 
 
MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Association of American Geographers 
The Chicago Map Society 
International Society for the History of the Map 
 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
Program Selection Committee Chair, International Conference on the History of Cartography, 
Ghent, Belgium, July 2015 
 
Adult education seminars at the Newberry Library Lyceum, 1986, 1992, 1995, 1996, 2001 
 
Chicago Map Society, Board of Directors and Program Chair, intermittently since 1989 
 
Academic Council, The Newberry Library, 1995-present 



James R. Akerman, 12 
 

 
Board of Directors, Geographic Society of Chicago, 1996-; First Vice President, 1998-2000; 
President 2000-02 
 
Professional Development Programs for Teachers: Newberry Library “Teachers and Scholars” 
program, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2009;  Newberry Library “Teacher’s Consortium program, 2000, 
2005, 2007-09 
 
Advisory Panel, The National Geographic Society-Geographical Society of Chicago Geography 
Education Fund, 2001-2007 
 
Archives and History Committee, Association of American Geographers, 2005-08, 2012-present 
 
Board of Review, Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education, University of 
Southern Maine, 2007-present (chair, 2014-15) 
 
Board of Review, The Norman Leventhal Map Center, Boston Public Library, 2008-present 
 
Board of Directors, Imago Mundi, Ltd., 2012-present 
 
Review committee, National Endowment for the Humanities, Division of Public Programs, 2012 
 
Review committee, Herbert Feis Award for Distinguished Service in Public History, 2012-13 
 
Dissertation Reader (Jamie McGowan), University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Department of 
History, 2013 
 
Editorial Board, volumes 5-6, The History of Cartography 




