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LANDMARKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY TEACHER WORKSHOP  

THE RICHEST HILLS: MINING IN THE FAR WEST, 1862–1920  

 

A. Narrative: The Montana Historical Society seeks support for a Landmarks of American 

History and Culture workshop for teachers that will examine the historical and cultural issues 

accompanying the development of mining in the far West. Using Montana as a case study, the 

workshop, The Richest Hills: Mining in the Far West, 1862–1920, will use three different 

landmark sites to explore: (1) the development of placer gold mining, hardrock silver mining, 

and industrial copper mining; (2) the racial and ethnic diversity of the mining West; ( 3) the built 

environment shaped by mining’s economic and social requirements; (4) the relationship between 

capital and labor in both precious and industrial metal mining; and (5) the place of western 

mining within the larger context of the last phase of the Industrial Revolution (sometimes 

described as the Second Industrial Revolution) in the United States.  

 

Intellectual Rationale: To draw lines connecting Bannack (National Historic Landmark—

Bannack Historic District), Virginia City (National Historic Landmark–Virginia City Historic 

District), Helena (National Register of Historic Places–Helena Historic District), and Butte and 

Anaconda (National Historic Landmark–Butte-Anaconda Historic District) is to trace the course 

of western mining from its placer beginnings to its industrial complexities. Together, these 

closely situated sites isolate one narrative in the complicated chronicle of the Industrial 

Revolution in the United States: western mining’s contribution to the political and economic 

history of the nation. Gold discoveries in Montana in the 1860s, for example, helped finance the 

North’s military efforts during the Civil War; its silver ores affected the nation’s monetary policy 

during the last decades of the nineteenth century; and its copper deposits underpinned the 
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country’s industrial and residential electrification in the early twentieth century. Not only does 

each site exemplify characteristics common to western mining communities—geographically 

isolated, instantly urban, unplanned, and diverse—but each location also illustrates a specific 

phase in the evolution of western mining, a species of capital/labor relationship, and an urban 

landscape shaped by its economic base.  

 

The Historical and Cultural Significance of the Workshop Sites: Montana’s first gold rush 

began in the summer of 1862 when prospectors camped along the insect-infested banks of 

Grasshopper Creek. They panned the gravel and found “color,” touching off Montana’s first gold 

rush. Miners—many of them from Idaho’s Salmon River diggings across the Continental 

Divide—swarmed over the new placers. A rip-roaring settlement named Bannack quickly grew 

up along the creek banks, mirroring Civil War political divisions in its place names: Jeff Davis 

Gulch, Yankee Flats, among others. By Fall 1862 its population stood at 500 residents, 

eventually increasing to a population of 5,000. With the creation of Montana Territory in 1864, 

Governor Sidney Edgerton designated Bannack the temporary capital and called the first 

legislature there in December. But gold discoveries at Alder Gulch stole Bannack’s fickle 

residents, and the territorial capital moved to Virginia City.  

Bannack epitomizes the “boom and bust” pattern typical of so many western gold camps 

that lived fast and died quickly. Its several vigilante hangings, including that of its infamous 

sheriff, Henry Plummer, demonstrate the disorganization and lawlessness associated with gold 

camps up and down the length of the Rocky Mountain cordillera. Bannack enjoyed a small 

resurgence in the 1870s as the Beaverhead County seat until 1881 when the county seat moved to 

Dillon because of Bannack’s scant population. Those who stayed mined for gold with various 
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methods until 1954 when state government acquired most of the town. Currently a state park, 

Bannack features multi-period buildings spanning the primitive 1860s, urbanized 1870s-1880s, 

and the homes of a twentieth-century dwindling community. Scars on its landscape bear witness 

to the phases of placer, hydraulic, and finally dredge operations. Today, Bannack’s abandoned 

buildings provide an extraordinary opportunity for comparison with the urban streetscape of 

Virginia City.  

Virginia City is the best-preserved gold rush town in the American West. A National 

Historic Landmark, it is considered as important to the settlement of the West as Williamsburg is 

to Colonial America. Virginia City sprang to life when a band of gold-seekers on their return to 

the Bannack diggings farther west discovered gold along an alder-choked stream on May 26, 

1863. Unable to keep the news of the strike to themselves, the group bragged of their find, and 

two hundred miners stampeded to the discovery site. Within a few months, an estimated 30,000 

people populated the area. The Virginia City miners were old hands for the most part, arriving in 

Alder Gulch from dwindling placers at Bannack and the Salmon River area in Idaho. Many were 

veterans of California and Colorado diggings.  

While Bannack’s first population moved on before more permanent buildings could 

replace the first cabins and tents, evidence of urbanization was immediately apparent in Virginia 

City’s streetscapes. Shopkeepers converted simple miner's cabins to commercial use by adding 

false fronts to their businesses. Crowded together, these buildings created a visual sense of 

security and prosperity, reinforcing the notion of Main Street as a link to civilization. Plaster 

applied over rubble walls and scored to look like stone made an impressive facade. Architectural 

details in the form of pilasters, medallions, and arches crafted in wood mirrored decorative 

elements of more substantial masonry in urban areas in the East. These practices revealed the 
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close ties early settlers had with far-away places and the architectural details that reminded them 

of home. In primitive log cabins, muslin stretched smooth and tacked down over log walls to 

mimic plaster simulated a more sophisticated style of interior decoration that, according to 

Virginia City’s Harriet Sanders, signaled a degree of refinement lacking at Bannack.  

Among the many immigrant groups flocking to Virginia City, were African Americans 

who worked as miners, service providers, and laborers, and who were not confined to the bottom 

rung of Virginia City’s social ladder. Although they were sometimes the brunt of racial slurs in 

the Montana Post, African Americans participated in Virginia City society, establishing the 

“Pioneer Social Club” in 1867. One African American woman, Sarah Bickford, a former slave 

who came to Virginia City as an employee of the family of a territorial official in the early 

1870s, rose to prominence as the owner of the Virginia City Water Company from 1900 until her 

death in the 1930s.  

As placer mining declined, Virginia City continued to lose population. For example, the 

diminishing value of the Kiskadden Brothers’ 1863 stone building illustrated Virginia City’s 

boom-and-bust economy. The Kiskaddens sold their building and two lots in 1864 for $8,000. 

The property sold again in 1865 for $6,000. In 1871, it sold for a mere $550. Because Alder 

Gulch was not on the projected railroad route, the capital moved to Helena in 1875. Virginia 

City's reign as a commercial hub was finished, and Butte and Helena assumed Virginia City’s 

economic and political place.  

A city with four districts on the National Register of Historic Places, Helena was home to 

Last Chance Gulch, the fourth largest gold strike ever in the United States. Its placer diggings—

like the diggings in Virginia City and vicinity—were quickly depleted by the early 1870s. 

During the same period, however, miners discovered rich silver ore bodies, a circumstance that 
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coincided with the federal government’s silver purchase policy. Silver mining, however, required 

significant capital investment and special infrastructure. Unlike placer gold that appeared in its 

pure form, silver occurred as an amalgamation of mineral and rock. Silver mining required stamp 

mills to crush the ore into material fine enough for concentrating. Concentrating, in turn, 

involved chemical treatment of the ore in the patio, pan, or Washoe processes to prepare the 

silver concentrates for smelting.  

Helena had the financial resources to furnish the capital for an initial investment in silver 

mining. Because of their relationships to individuals and institutions in St. Louis, New York, and 

St. Paul, the “Queen City’s” banks could draw on eastern capital and interest foreign investors in 

mining development. As a result, Helena quickly became a financial center in the 1880s, 

dominating the Inland Empire; its banks’ capitalization exceeded that of firms in Spokane, Salt 

Lake City, and Seattle. Central to Helena’s growth was the Helena Board of Trade and its Jewish 

members. Affiliated with credit and capital sources outside the territory, Helena’s Jewish bankers 

and merchants added a measure of stability to the Board and to the local economy as a whole. 

Besides their role in the economic development of Helena, Helena’s Jews created a vibrant 

religious and cultural community that included the Hebrew Benevolent Association of Helena, a 

B'nai B'rith chapter, Temple Emanu-El, and the Home of Peace Cemetery.  

Workers occupied a far different place in Helena’s economic hierarchy. From the outset, 

the city fancied itself a middle-class or better enclave; labor was “seen but not heard.” When 

industrial metal refining arrived in Helena, the city fathers made sure that the working class 

stayed at arm’s length. They confined the smelter and its employees to East Helena and 

rationalized their town planning by pointing to the presence there of a dependable water supply 

for the refinery works. Helena businessmen underscored their belief in Helena’s permanence and 
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their financial success by remodeling the town. For most residents, building a house was a 

modest affair, but for Helena’s capitalists it became a way to display their wealth, status, and 

cultural sophistication. Not the typical wooden structures of the period, their Gilded Age 

mansions were stone and brick monuments that spared no expense or architectural 

embellishment. These men also erected substantial brick buildings in the mercantile district. In 

1888 alone, thirty-one large, commercial buildings were built along Last Chance Gulch. The 

Gold Block, the Diamond Block, and the Granite Block, identified with durable or precious 

commodities, joined other structures named for their capitalist owners. Both Helena’s ambitious 

building program and financial preeminence ended abruptly with the Panic of 1893 and the 

repeal of the Sherman Act’s silver purchase clause. Many of Helena’s banks and its merchant 

houses failed, and financial leadership and capital gravitated to Butte.  

During the twenty years between 1880 and 1900, Butte, Montana, transformed itself from 

a fledgling silver camp of 3,300 people and several dozen underground mines to the world’s 

preeminent producer of copper, boasting a population of 45,000 working in over 200 mines. By 

1900, Butte was known as “the richest hill on earth.” The development of the Anaconda vein by 

Marcus Daly in 1881 coincided with the opening of Thomas Edison’s electric power station in 

New York City and catapulted Butte to the forefront of rapid industrialization dependent on the 

red metal copper and electricity. By 1887 Butte ranked as the number one producer of copper in 

the world.  

In Butte’s early years, three capitalists—Marcus Daly, William A. Clark, and F. 

Augustus Heinze—struggled for control of Butte’s riches. In the end, Daly’s mining expertise, 

capital from a San Francisco syndicate and, lastly, Standard Oil, consolidated all mining 

operations under the Amalgamated Copper Company and finally the Anaconda Copper Mining 
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Company (ACM). ACM became one of America’s first vertically integrated corporations, 

controlling mining, metallurgical, transportation, timber, and electrical power generation 

interests. In 1902, ACM constructed the Washoe Smelter in Anaconda, twenty-six miles west of 

Butte. At the time the smelter was the largest non-ferrous metallurgical plant in the world, and 

Anaconda was one of the largest towns controlled by a single corporation.  

The copper mining on the Butte hill, and the milling, concentrating, and smelting of the 

complex ores in Anaconda, created a huge demand for labor. Immigrants from around the world 

poured into Butte and Anaconda from Ireland, Cornwall, Finland, Italy, Croatia, Serbia, and 

dozens of other countries. By 1910 one third of the Butte population was foreign-born. The 

miners organized first in 1878 as the Butte Workingmen’s Union to protest wage cuts, and by 

1885 represented over 1,800 miners. In 1893, Butte miners organized the Western Federation of 

Miners, representing hardrock miners throughout the Rocky Mountain west. By 1900, Butte 

became known nationwide as “The Gibraltar of Unionism,” as almost all occupations, including 

even newsboys and maids, were organized into unions. As a result, Butte’s miners’ per capita 

wages led the nation’s industrial workers. Conflicts with ACM and dissension within the miners’ 

union led to the dynamiting of the union hall in 1914, serious labor strife between 1914 and 

1921, and the dissolution of organized labor until its reorganization in 1934.  

Among the many immigrants flocking to Butte were the Chinese, who first arrived in 

Montana in the 1860s to rework Virginia City’s abandoned placer diggings. By the 1890s, Butte 

Chinese congregated in a Chinatown just west of Main Street between Mercury and Galena 

where they prospered, operating herb shops, noodle parlors, laundries, and groceries that served 

the Euro-American miners and their families. But the Chinese presence in Butte decreased 

precipitously with the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 and again in 1896 as a result 
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of a boycott against Chinese businesses promoted by the unions and businessmen in Butte. 

Although most of its Chinese population had moved on by the 1910s, evidence of Butte’s 

Chinatown remains today in three substantial commercial buildings, the Mai Wah Noodle Parlor, 

the Wah Chong Tai Co., and the Pekin Noodle Parlor.  

Geology and copper mining and ore processing shaped the built environment in Butte. 

For the late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Butte constituted the largest and most urban 

population center between Minneapolis, Spokane, and Denver. Butte’s substantial brick 

commercial architecture remains today as evidence of the city’s metropolitan character during 

America’s rise to world economic dominance. Unlike mines in other western towns, the Butte 

mines were concentrated within a three-square-mile area. Residential neighborhoods surrounded 

the industrial mine yards as well as a large, intact commercial district to the south. From 1955 to 

1982 the Anaconda Company operated the Berkeley Pit, the largest truck-operated pit copper 

mine in the US. Today, Butte remains one of the world’s most intact historic industrial mining 

districts, and the Butte hill, still punctuated by fourteen steel headframes and associated 

buildings, is testament to the labor and capital involved in the nation’s industrial development. 

The Berkeley Pit also constitutes part of the nation’s largest Superfund site and continues to fill 

with toxic, acid mine water from the Butte’s underground.  

 

B. Content & Design: Topics: In order to acquaint participants with background and the central 

issues, the workshop will:  

 explore why an understanding of these four western mining communities—Bannack, 

Virginia City, Butte/Anaconda, and Helena—illuminates the course of the Second 

Industrial Revolution, the relationships between various ethnic or racial groups in the 

GRANT11592908 -- Attachments-ATT2-1235-Narrative.pdf



9 
 

West, and historical and contemporary perspectives on both the natural and built 

environments.  

 consider the role of capital and labor in financing and organizing the workplace, 

respectively, at each stage of mining development in each community;  

 stress diversity by focusing on the African American population in Virginia City, the 

Jewish community in Helena, and the Chinese residents of Butte;  

 highlight the persistence of Native American presence in the four communities;  

 investigate the nature of geology and topography in each town and its influence on the 

communities’ landscape, spatial arrangements, built environment, and urban plan;  

 examine how maps and photographs represent industry and portrayed people in the 

different communities in both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries;  

 discuss how the built environment, photographs, and maps can be used effectively in 

teaching and learning;  

 frame conclusions about the nature and power (or lack thereof) of place in the industrial 

West.  

 

Workshop Structure: The workshop will be held in two, week-long sessions, beginning on 

Sunday July 12, 2015, and Sunday July 26, 2015. Each session will serve forty teachers. NEH 

Summer Scholars will explore Bannack, Virginia City, Helena and Butte/Anaconda while 

experiencing the rural landscape—much of it largely unchanged since the early 1860s—that ties 

together these four communities and their stories (see Appendix B for a map of the workshop 

route). Each day’s activities will include a variety of scholar-led lectures, tours, and hands-on 

studies designed to maximize content and understanding while ensuring that scholars remain 
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engaged and excited (see Appendix B for a detailed schedule, including presentation 

descriptions). Although the workshop days are long, the variety and pacing of activities allows 

for extensive interaction between scholars and faculty and amongst themselves, time to work 

with primary documents, periods to develop a classroom unit, and numerous opportunities to 

experience the West as a place. Longer meal and break times, and periods of free time, are also 

aimed at promoting conversation among the participants and scholars or allowing for personal 

rest and reflection as needed.  

 

Curriculum Projects: Participants will be required to complete a lesson plan or classroom unit, 

which utilizes primary documents to explore place and its relationship to a historical theme. The 

unit can either adapt workshops strategies to an attendee’s own locale or employ the workshop’s 

specifically western materials. The assignment can be submitted via surface mail or email within 

a reasonable time after the workshop ends. Although all workshop faculty have extensive 

experience in curriculum development, the project’s curriculum specialist, Cheryl Hughes, will 

participate throughout the workshop, assisting scholars in developing their lessons and adapting 

workshop approaches to their own settings. Following the conclusion of the workshop, all 

projects will be made available online for use by fellow NEA scholars and other educators (to 

review the learning activities from the 2011 and 2013 Richest Hills, visit: 

http://www.archiva.net/richesthills/richesthills_11_projects.html.  

Required & Optional Reading: All readings will be provided on a flash-drive or in hard copy. 

The required readings will be mailed to participants before the workshop begins, along with 

some of the optional readings. Other optional readings, including a CD of images, will be 

included in a workshop binder available to attendees on arrival. Prior to the workshop, 

participants will be required to read excerpts from Malone et al., Montana: History of Two 
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Centuries; Holmes, Montana: Stories of the Land; Petrik, No Step Backward; Sandweiss, Print 

the Legend; and Brinig, Wide Open Town as well as Dobb, “Pennies from Hell” and Baumler, 

Girl from the Gulches in their entirety. Malone et al., in particular, offers an overview of 

Montana’s mining history while the other readings focus on special topics and locations. In 

addition, there will be several short readings required during the course of the workshop in 

preparation for the day’s activities (see Appendix C for required and optional readings).  

 

Benefits: Secondary and middle-school history and social studies texts often reduce the history 

of the West to the Gold Rush or the Oregon Trail. In both instances, western history is largely a 

nineteenth-century story of sturdy Euro-American pioneers in transit. Popular culture has also 

valorized the rural homesteading and ranching experience at the expense of other narratives. 

Similarly, the textbook version of the Industrial Revolution often begins with the Lowell mills, 

detours to Andrew Carnegie’s steel mills, and rolls off the assembly line with Henry Ford’s 

Model Ts. While these interpretations are not incorrect, they highlight a rural, agrarian West, 

limit industrialization to the East, and fail to include, with few exceptions, discussion of the West 

in the twentieth century. This workshop, therefore, seeks to introduce teachers to a different 

West and to broaden interpretations of American industrialization by introducing them to an 

urban, industrial, ethnically diverse, and economically sophisticated region that is central to the 

national story of the Industrial Revolution. The mining West was (and is) not only a history of  

financial success and larger-than-life personalities but also a chronicle of natural resource 

exhaustion and de-industrialization.  

 

C. Faculty & Staff:  Project Co-Directors: Kirby Lambert and Paula Petrik will serve as co-

directors. Kirby Lambert manages the Outreach and Interpretation Program for the Montana 
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Historical Society. He has served as Museum Registrar, Curator of Collections, and Curator of 

Art before assuming his current position as Program Manager in October 2007. He earned a BA 

in history and an MA in Museum Studies at Texas Tech University and worked at the Shiloh 

Museum in Springdale, Arkansas, and the Sam Houston Museum in Huntsville, Texas. His most 

recent publications include an essay on “Montana’s Magnificent Russells” in The Masterworks 

of Charles M Russell and an article, “In the Company of Heroes,” in Montana The Magazine of 

Western History.  

Paula Petrik is Professor of History and Associate Director of the Center for History & New 

Media at George Mason University. She holds both an MA and PhD from SUNY-Binghamton 

and an MFA from the University of Montana. She is the author of No Step Backward: Women 

and Family on the Rocky Mountain Mining Frontier, Helena, Montana, 1865–1900 as well as 

two other books. Her articles have appeared in Business History Review, Western Historical 

Quarterly, Enterprise & Society, and Montana The Magazine of Western History.  

 

Faculty: The following distinguished historians, educators, and other professionals will serve as 

faculty and staff for the workshops:  

Jon Axline is the Historian at the Montana Department of Transportation. He holds an MA from 

Montana State University. He is the author of Conveniences Sorely Needed: Montana’s Historic 

Highway Bridges, 1860-1956 and editor of the recently published Montana’s Historic Highway 

Markers. He is a contributor to the three volumes of More From the Quarries of Last Chance 

Gulch and two volumes of Speaking Ill of the Dead. His publications have appeared in Montana 

The Magazine of Western History, Montana Magazine, Aviation & Business Journal, and 

Journal of the Society for Commercial Archeology.  
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Ellen Baumler is the Interpretive Historian at Montana Historical Society. She received her PhD 

from the University of Kansas and has been at the Montana Historical Society since 1992. She 

has authored dozens of articles and several books, among them Beyond Spirit Tailings, honored 

with an Award of Merit from the American Association for State and Local History. She is also 

the editor of Girl from the Gulches: The Story of Mary Ronan, a 2004 Finalist Award winner of 

the Willa Literary Awards.  

Shane Doyle is a member of the Crow Tribe who holds a Masters in Native American Studies 

and is currently a doctoral candidate in Education, Curriculum and Instruction, as well as an 

adjunct instructor of Native American Studies at MSU-Bozeman. As an academic he has a 

passion for history, and understands the power that it has to transform and clarify our 

understanding of our place in time and space. Shane has 12 years of teaching experience in 

Montana, and since 2006 has worked professionally with over a dozen public schools throughout 

southwestern Montana as an Indian Education for All curriculum and cultural consultant.  

Ken Egan became executive director of Humanities Montana, the state’s nonprofit affiliate of 

the National Endowment for the Humanities, in 2009. Prior to assuming this position, Egan 

taught college literature and writing for 25 years. He has published widely on American and 

western American literature, including his study of Montana literature, Hope and Dread in 

Montana Literature (U of Nevada Press, 2003). He has received numerous teaching awards.  

Janet Finn teaches courses in social work, women's studies and international development 

studies at the University of Montana. She received her PhD in Social Work and Anthropology 

from the University of Michigan. Her dissertation, a cross-national multi-site ethnography of 

community, labor, and gender in two copper mining towns, was the basis for her first book, 

Tracing the Veins: Of Copper, Culture, and Community from Butte to Chuquicamata (1998). Her 
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forthcoming book, Mining Childhood: Growing Up in Butte, 1900–1960 will be published in 

2012.  

Cheryl Hughes is a communication arts teacher at Sentinel High School in Missoula, Montana 

where she teaches grades 9 and 10. Using both literature and history, she has developed 

curriculum units focused the Japanese internment, the mining camp Chinese, and the Jesuits, the 

Dawes Act and American Indians. She is a veteran of NEH sponsored programs for teachers 

having participated in “Pearl Harbor,” an NEH Landmarks Workshop in Honolulu, Hawaii, and 

“Steinbeck,” an NEH Seminar in Monterey, California.  

Jim Jarvis is the Historic Preservation Officer in the Planning Department of Butte-Silver Bow, 

and prior to moving to Butte in 2009, served first as the Preservation Officer in Virginia City, 

Montana and then as a planner in Madison County. Jarvis received an M.S. in Historic 

Preservation from University of Oregon in 2003.  

John Koerth is Bureau Chief of the Abandoned Mines Bureau in the Department of 

Environmental Quality, and has supervised mine reclamation for the state of Montana since 

1989. Koerth has a keen interest in historical mining and metallurgy and has written articles on 

this subject for a variety of journals and presented his research at conferences as well.  

Martha Kohl is a Historical Specialist at the Montana Historical Society. She received both her 

BA and MA in History from Washington University in St. Louis. She served as project manager 

and lead historian for Montana: Stories of the Land, the Society's recently published award-

winning middle-school Montana history textbook. She has written articles for Civil War History, 

OAH Magazine of History, Gateway Heritage, Heritage Education, and Montana The Magazine 

of Western History, including two essays on Montana's built environment. Her book, I Do: A 

Cultural History of Montana Weddings was published in 2011.  
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Lory Morrow is the manager of the Photograph Archives at the Montana Historical Society. She 

received BA and MA degrees in History from the University of Montana where she also 

obtained her archival training. Lory started working with MHS’s photograph collection in 1973 

and served as Photograph Archivist and Deputy State Archivist before becoming the Photograph 

Archives Manager in 1983. She has written numerous articles about Montana photographers and 

Montana’s Jewish history, and she is the author of “Jewish Merchants and the Commercial 

Emporium of Montana, 1864-1879.” Her most recent publication is “Unexpected Treasures 

Among the Photographs of Ed and Emil Kopac,” coauthored with Sandra J. Barker in Montana 

The Magazine of Western History.  

Mary Murphy is Professor of History at Montana State University. She received her PhD from 

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. Author of Hope in Hard Times: New Deal 

Photographs of Montana, 1936-1942, she received the Montana Book Award for the book in 

2003. She has also written Mining Cultures: Men, Women, and Leisure in Butte, 1914–1941 as 

well as book chapters, peer-reviewed articles and book reviews. She has lectured across the 

country on Western mining history, women in the West, and history of the Great Depression. In 

addition, she has served as historical advisor on numerous films and museum exhibits.  

John Phillips has been an Interpretive Specialist for Bannack State Park since 2004. He received 

a BA in History and Political Science from the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse, and has 

worked as a professional interpreter for the National Park Service and the Bureau of Land 

Management.  

Fred Quivik is Associate Professor of Industrial Heritage and Archeology at Michigan Tech 

University. Quivik is a past president of the Society for Industrial Archeology and worked as 

consulting historian of technology. His contracts have involved preservation projects 

GRANT11592908 -- Attachments-ATT2-1235-Narrative.pdf



16 
 

encompassing cultural resources with industrial relevance or legal cases related to Superfund or 

hazardous material remediation. His publications include: The “‘Tragic’ Montana Career of Dr. 

D. E. Salmon,” “Early Steel Transmission Towers and Energy for Montana’s Copper Industry,” 

and “Of Tailings, Superfund Litigation, and Historians as Experts: ‘U.S. v. Asarco, et al.’ (The 

Bunker Hill Case in Idaho),” all in Montana: The Magazine of Western History.  

Pam Roberts is the co-founder of Rattlesnake Productions, Inc. and over the past twenty-five 

years has produced and directed award-winning documentary films. Most recently, Roberts 

produced and directed Butte, America: The Saga of an American Mining Town, a feature-length 

documentary selected for broadcast on the national PBS primetime series “Independent Lens.” 

She has also co-produced and co-directed Ishi, the Last Yahi, a one-hour NEH-funded 

documentary that was nominated for an Emmy Award in 1994.  

Brian Shovers has been a Reference Historian and is currently the Library Manager at the 

Montana Historical Society Research Center. Shovers worked on the 1984 architectural 

inventory of the Butte Landmark District and edited a journal of Butte history entitled The 

Speculator. He received his MA in history from Montana State University and his MLS from 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is the author of several articles: “Diversions, Ditches, & 

District Courts: Montana’s Struggle to Allocate Water” and “The Perils of Working in the Butte 

Underground: Industrial Fatalities in the Copper Mines, 1880-1920,” among others, and is 

president of the Montana chapter of the Society for Industrial Archaeology.  

Andrea Stierle is a Research Professor at the University of Montana, Missoula, in the 

Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences.  Stierle earned her PhD in Chemistry 

with an Organic Chemistry focus and minor areas in Biochemistry, Plant Pathology and Marine 

Microbiology from Montana State University in 1988. Following a postdoctoral position at 

GRANT11592908 -- Attachments-ATT2-1235-Narrative.pdf



17 
 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, she worked as a research professor and adjunct lecturer at 

Montana Tech University, Butte, for 29 years before relocating to UM in 2009. 

Robert Swartout is Department Chair and Fr. William F. Greytak Professor of History and 

Humanities at Carroll College in Helena, Montana. He received his PhD from Washington State 

University and has written eight books on East Asian relations and Montana history and authored 

several articles on the Chinese in Montana, particularly “From Kwangtung to the Big Sky: The 

Chinese in Experience in Frontier Montana.” He sits on the editorial board of Montana, The 

Magazine of Western History. Until 2008, Swartout served as the Korean Honorary Consul to the 

state of Montana.  

Nicholas Vrooman has served as State Folklorist for both North Dakota and Montana, and 

created the Traditional Arts Residency and Master/Apprenticeship Programs for both state’s Arts 

Councils. As well, he has worked as the Nevada Arts Council Folklorist for Indian Traditional 

Arts, Program Manager of Educational Talent Search in Indian Country for the Montana Office 

of the Commissioner of Higher Education, and visiting professor of Native American Studies at 

The University of Montana. Vrooman has worked with tribal peoples throughout the American 

and Canadian West to produce sound recordings, documentary films, performances, publications, 

conferences, ceremonies, and festivals highlighting Aboriginal culture.  

Bruce Whittenberg has been the Director of the Montana Historical Society since September 

2011. His professional background includes experience as journalist, publisher, and development 

officer, augmented by ongoing volunteer contributions to numerous arts and cultural 

organizations including continuing service as a Humanities Montana board member.  
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D. Selection of Participants: The selection committee will include the following: Co-Director, 

Kirby Lambert, co-director, Paula Petrik, and master teacher, Cheryl Hughes. Together, the 

committee members have extensive classroom teaching experience, public history programming, 

teacher education expertise, and understanding gleaned from their participation in several 

different NEH programs. In accord with NEH guidelines regarding general eligibility and 

selection criteria, the committee will endeavor to select scholars who represent an assortment of 

grades and experience levels. Similarly, the committee will make an effort to preserve a range of 

geographical representation. Preference, however, will be afforded to middle or high school 

educators who teach history, social studies, or other humanities disciplines; teachers of other 

grades and subjects will not be precluded from attending.  

 

E. Professional Development: The Montana Historical Society maintains a relationship with the 

division of continuing education at Montana State University-Northern, Havre, Montana. 

Participants will be able to apply for continuing education credit through this institution. 

Additional information regarding costs, credit hours, and the necessary forms will be available 

by April 1, 2015.  

 

F. Institutional Context:  Created by the Montana Territorial Legislature in 1865, the Montana 

Historical Society is one of the oldest institutions of its kind in the West. It has be accredited and 

reaccredited by the American Association of Museums since 1977. MHS’ mission centers on 

collecting, preserving, and interpreting the prehistory and history of Montana through a vast 

collection of artifacts, documents, published materials, art, and photographs. Another essential 

aspect of the institution’s mission is education, accomplished through its museum exhibits, 
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public lectures, public reference services, and a quarterly magazine and press. Of particular note 

is the Society’s comprehensive map collection that contains maps documenting a wide-ranging 

number of subjects, including western exploration and immigrant trails, military forts, the Indian 

wars, Montana’s seven Indian reservations, cattle trails, railroad and geological surveys, mining 

districts, county and city maps, and an extensive array of Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for over 

200 Montana towns. The Photograph Archives contains over 400,000 images, including 24,000 

negatives taken by F. Jay Haynes, the official photographer for the Northern Pacific Railroad as 

well as significant photographs of the cattle industry, community development, homesteading, 

Native Americans, and, last but not least, mining and industrial development in Montana.  

Once participants have arrived in Helena, they will spend two nights at the downtown Holiday 

Inn at the head of Last Chance Gulch in the heart of Helena’s Historic District, home to a variety 

of eateries all within a block or two. Following their time in Helena, scholars will travel to 

Bannack and Virginia City where participants will stay at the historic Nevada City Hotel and 

Cabins. Because commercial establishments are extremely limited—or non-existent—in 

Bannack and Virginia City, all meals will be catered. The Finlen Hotel will serve as home base 

for the Mining City. Centrally located in Butte’s Historic District, the Finlen is within easy 

walking distance of downtown restaurants and bistros. Transportation will be provided by charter 

bus between and around all three venues. Because a significant amount of time will be spent 

traveling, and because the historical landscape is so integral, knowledgeable experts will be on 

board to provide content and answer questions en route between the four communities. Internet 

service is available at the Helena Holiday Inn and at the Montana Historical Society; access to 

commercial databases is also available at the Montana Historical Society. In Butte, Internet 

access is somewhat limited. Because Virginia City lies between three wilderness areas, Internet 
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and cell phone service are problematic. Potential scholars will be made fully aware of these 

limitations beforehand. Room rates for all locations range from $60 to $120 double occupancy 

plus state bed tax, depending on amenities.  

 

G. Dissemination & Evaluation: The workshop will provide a standards-based, accessible 

website that will provide detailed information about the program for prospective participants and 

other visitors. Once scholars have been selected, the website and an accompanying blog will be 

maintained to provide information to the group and facilitate the sharing of information between 

scholars, before, during, and after the project. Curriculum units developed during the workshop 

will also be posted to the website once the workshops have ended. The website will be housed on 

a server at the Center for History & New Media at George Mason University. Workshop staff 

will develop daily assessment instruments and solicit evaluations from program participants at 

the close of each week and from visiting faculty during and after the workshop. At the end of 

each week, the staff will also meet to review the program with an eye to making necessary 

adjustments in the schedule and content as well as developing future programming. 
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